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it is a growing opinion of Britisli statesmen that we imvo

passed '' tlie youth of nations," and reached ip.uturity , it is

not for us to deny it, consistently wit.i our self respect. I

know what grave questions and weighty dutie.« the assumption

of national responsibilities involves. But is there not .xiUii-

hood enough in our population of two millions an^". a half to

meet them ? Does it become us to insist on pe petuating a

Connexion in which we are publicly told the advmtagu is all

on our side. Does it become us as true friends oi the mother
country to insist on a connexion which can only be a weak-
ness to her if an obvious contingency should arise, and which
is so liable to comr^licate her foreign policy with respect to thh
continent ? Is it wise co maintain a relation which exposes

Us to such criticism as we have lately heard from the British

Parliament and Press, and which ii reiterated can only stir u\>

ill feeling on all sides ? Would it not be more wise, more selt-

respecting on our part, more satisfactory to all parties con-

cerned, to prepare for the event indicated by Lord Brouji >>;i5,

when he said that " without any quarrel, without any coldness

or alienation of any sort, but with perfect amity and good will,

and on purely voluntary grounds, there should succeed to the

Colonial connexion, a connexion betw m two free and inde-

pendent states."

Our present position favors a preparation for this event, and
recent circumstances remind us how needful it is to bear it in

mind. Our mother country is not going to cast us off before

we are properly able to take care of ourselves ; but we should

be unworthy of our parentage if we were to hang back after

that time had come. The foundation of oar political institu-

tiont is laid. We have transplanted as much from England
as can be transplanted. We could have not better model than

we have taken. We must use what we have, and work out

our own course. The popular element must predominate in

our affairs. [A voice, - Democracy is a failure ] If demo-
cracy is a failure, so much the worse for Canada, lor Canada
is inevitably committed to democracy. JSor is this our doino-.

Whether i'lr good or ill, it has come to us in the natural and


