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lutions pcculiai- to the Christian .li.ponaatiou arc cml.lcmaUcul of

tho death of Christ, an.l wo h.ivo in conse.incnco none ay.nbolical

oftho purijyins injlnencc of the Holy Spirit. Novv, it has ever

been the manifest intention of Go.l, by the appointed ritual of h..

rhurch, to present pron.inently to the minds of his worshippers

the two distinct but aceordant ideas, oP vicarious atonement for

Bin,-an.l interior purijication from sin. This design lies at the

basis of the satrijicial and purifyin!r ceremonial of the Mosaic

.lispensution: how can it then bo conceived, that under the Chris-

tian dispensation which is pre-eminently, ministration of the

Spirit wo should have two significant institutions, both emblcma-

tical of the atonement, and none to correspond to the ancient ritua

of purification, or to recognize tho sanctifying office of the .Spirit

0/ God i

II It is deeply to bo regretted, that our opponents in the zeal of

their opposition to baptism by sprinkling, so often permit thcm-

sclvos to forget tho veneration which they owe to the words of tho

livincr God. " How would it sound" asUs Mr. Crawley in refer-

cnco'to the baptism of the Spirit " to say he will sprinkle you with

the Holy Ghost."* If ho desires to refer tho matter to the deci-

sion of reason, we have no solicitude about the result. We sub-

mit it to the impartial judgment of .T?/-from the untutored child

of nature, to the accomplished scholar, whose mind is disciplined

to accord with the purest and most elevated standard of taste,

whether it would not bo much more accordant with their concep-

tions of propriety, to say I will sprinkle you ^«^<^^^he Holy Ghost,

then to say, " I will immerse or plunge you in the Holy Ghost f

If I may be permitted to give my own opinion I would say—

that is scriptural, this unscriptural, the former is sense-ihe latter

nonsense.

When the Most High cheers his church with the promise of the

most plentiful communications of his grace, what language does

he employ?" " I will sprinkle clean w^ater upon you, and ye

shall be clean, from all your filthiness and from all your idds

I will cleanse you." " I will be as the pew unto Israel." He

shall come as the rain, as the former and latter rain on tho

earth." When the man after God's own heart, earnestly implores

the removal of all guilt from his conscience, and of all moral pol-

lution from his mind, in what words is his petition expressed

:

Furgc me with hyssop and I shall he clean: wash w ,
and 1 shai.
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