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of tho " Uonnania,'' sicainor, and nailing voskpI " Hansa.'" \l\n instruc-

tions w(Mr, I hciiovi!, pretty mucii tlio samci on tliiw cxirasion as tliosc

given to (Captain Koideway tlie piovions year, wliicli were, to make
(Jreonland (ln> objcc^tivo point and to endeavor to pass round lliaL island

l)y finding a clianuel open along its east coast, and tlu'nct* lo IJehring's

Straits, ins idea being that (irocnland trends oH' to the northwest,

iiKiliving southwardly and teruiinating near lliese straits. The (ier-

inania was IVozt^n in in latitude 7o° after reaching tin! coast, where she

remained the winter, and wiis unsuccesslul the following season also.

The llansa was beset by ice lu'ar the (ireenlaiul coast in latitude T;]"',

cruslied and suid<. Jhu- crew saved enough from tiieir vessel, however,

to i)roleet and su!)sist tiieni on th(> ice until, after terrible sidVerings,

they left it in Afay, 1870, in latitude (11° 12^, in their boats, having been

carried two hundred miles to the southwest along the coast of (Jreen-

land during their sojourn upon the ice.

Dr. reteruiann is still skeptical as to the existence of an open sea

around the I'ole as I have it here represented, and all hough he claims,

I believe, the credit ol Iniving tor some years past said that the best

route lo the I'oh^ " is right up bet ween y[)itzbergen and Noya Zend^la,"

yet he has also sidd that the best way to peiuitrate the ice-belt is to go
<tyainst the current and not with it: and, in accordance with that belief,

he sent both of his expeditions of l<S()8--'()y-7U to the east of (rrceidand,

instead of to the east of Spitzbergen, to look for a route, and has writ-

ten to rrolessor ;N[aury, under date of Nov. 29, 1S7I, that " I am now,
night and day, at work to get up a <ierman or Aualrian expedition for

next year, to steam right along the (iulf Stream, past the northernmost

cape of Asia, the -New Siberian islands, to liehring's StraiLs." From
this, you see, he thinks that the Gulf Stream does not go lo the Pole,

but, passes otl" to the eastward, along the coast of Asia.

It is to be hoped, however, that Dr. retermann will reconsider this

plan before the sailing of his exi)edition, and for two reasons: first,

because if this route is attempted, his vessels will run directly down
into the ice-belt again and find it impracticable; and the second is, the

shortest distance from the i)oint reached by Payer and Weyprecbt to

Behring's Straits, is by following the arc of a great circle which runs

northeast until near the pole and then southeast to where the Kuro-

Siwo probably pierces the ice-Lclt on the meridian of 1()0° west.
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You will perceive that none of these expeditions have attempted to

follow the northeast branch of the Gulf Stream, as here suggested on

my map, though they have been hovering all round it; but a small sail-

ing vessel, hired by Lieutenant Julius Payer, of the Austrian army, and

Lieutenant Weyprecht, of the (ierman navy, sailed last June for the
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