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La Crosse River, St. Peter's, and throughout the pine region,

creating nt once an i,. «l ^nse trade in pine lumber. The great

center of the pineries at this time is in the lower peninsula of

Michigan, south of Old Mackinaw. This lumber region is one

of the wonders of our country, and it is supposed that Michigan

is the greatest lumber region of the world. Here are not only

interminable forests of choice pine, but water outlets on every

side. At the northern extremity are the Straits of Mackinaw

;

at the east, Saginaw and Sable ; at the west is Traverse Bay, the

Muskegon, and Grand River ; while to the south is the northern

outlet of Lake Erie. On every side, lakes and rivers are ready to

transport the products of Michigan, which enjoys every advan-

tage which belongs to the northern temperate zone. As this im-

mense production, this flow inward of the growing population,

this growth of industry, goes on, there will finally arise a great

commercial city on the straits. Before we speak of this, let us

glance at the commerce of the Lakes which has grown already

out of this recent development of mines and fisheries and

pineries. Even the people of the United States, accustomed to

the rapid growth of their own country, have scarcely beon able

to realize that of this lake commerce.

" But a very few years since, scarce'-' a single steamer pro-

ceeded beyond Detroit, and not five year- !<ince the newspapers

announced as an extraordinary event the annual voyage of a

passenger-vessel to the upper end of Lase Superior. Recently,

however, the canal round the Sault of St. Mary has been com-

pleted, and this has given a great impetus to the navigation of

Lake Superior. In 1854, but two steamboats and five sail-ves-

sels reached Superior City. In 1856, two years after, forty

steamers and sixteen sail-vessels reached that port. Now, hun-

dreds of vessels navigate that lake from one extremity to the

other. What the commerce of this great northern lake will be

may be judged by the startling facts, th. 1 there are now six-

teen hundred vessels navigating the North-western lakes,

manned by thirteen thousand seamen, and trading with ports

on five thousand miles of lake and river coasts. The exports
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