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VISIT OF A CHIEFTIANESS. 26S

Mrs. Young and myself did all we could to lead this candid,

inquiring mind into the right way. Before she left I gave her

a sheet of foolscap paper, and a long lead pencil, and showed

her how to keep her reckoning as to the Sabbath day. I had,

among many other lessons, described the Sabbath as one day

in seven for rest and worship ; and she had become very much
interested, and promised to try to keep it.

As she pushed out in her canoe from our shore, her last

importunate request was, that as soon as possible I would visit

her and her people in their own land. So many were my
engagements that I could not take up this additional one until

about the middle of the winter following. When, with a couple

of Indian attendants, with our dog-trains, we dashed into her

village, great indeed was her joy at seeing us, and very demon-

strative was the welcome given. She had put up on a staging

outside in the cold a couple of reindeer heads, keeping them
there preserved by the frost until I should arrive. Very quickly

were they taken down to cook. The hair was singed off, and

then they were cut up with an axe into pieces weighing

about two pounds each. Soon they were in the pot, boiling for

our dinner. I furnished some tea, and while everything was

being got ready by a few, the rest of us sat down and talked.

They were indeed anxious for instruction in spiritual things. I

read and, through my interpreter, explained truth after truth, to

which they gave the most earnest attention. Then we stopped

a little while, that we might have dinner. As I and my men were

the guests of this chieftainess I did not get out my tin plates,

and cups, and knives and forks, but sat down beside her in her

wigwam with the rest of the people, completing a circle around

the big wooden dish, in which the large pieces of cooked reindeer

heads had been thrown. I asked a blessing on the food, and

then dinner began. The plan was for each person to help

himself or herself to a piece of the meat, holding it in the

hand, and using hunting knife or teeth, or both together, to get

off the pieces and eat them.

I am sorry to say my lady friend on the right, this chieftainess,

had very dirty-looking hands, and long, strong, brilliant teeth.


