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OONFEMRATION OF THE PSOVIICESiP B. N. AMEHICA.

Thk p6«p1« of Britidi Ameriea are iio\«

pAMins throttith one of those important

erilaii wbich alway* oecur to ererjr eouiitryw

ft is nrged on all sides that the time has

<^ome vehfin some oijganic chanste in the

political condition of the provinces must

lalce plaee, snd when the relations that ex-

i.4i beUveen them and the |>areiit state must

be placeil on a UUTereiit basis. After many
straggles and iwrdships their people have

Ht last amassed no ioeonsiderable aniooat

of \7ealth, and are able to point to the pre*

(tent prosperity and vitality of the coDiitries

in which they dwell with commendable
pride. The fores^ the mine, the sea, the

land have yielded to them riches ia

abundanoe. Bostling oommanities have

sprung up in every quarter of that extensive

range of territory which still remained to

Kngland on the consummation of the inde-

pendence of her old «olojiies, which have

now become a power of such colossal pro-

portions century ago what is now
known as British America only held a popu-

lation of about aeveoty-five thoui»and soub,

nearly all bound to England's hereditary

enemy by ties ef a common language, race,

and history. This population has now in«

creased to four millions, all animated

by a feeling of the most profound loyal-,

ty to Uie. Power which has so long ma-
tured and protected them, and none

mote so than the descendants of the

men who founded " New France " oh the

St. Lawrence. Montreal, the "Ville Marie*'

of the early French, is now one of the

finest cities of this continent, and has a

population ol at least 120,000 persons. In

1790 the population of the Thirteen Colo-

nies was estimated* at 3,900,000, including

over 700,000 negrads, and the total amount

of their Export* and laporti at •71,000,000.

The total trade of Ihe proviocea el British

America may now ha put tlowa at dUO,-

000,000, or nearly, doable the trade of the

United States 78 years ago. A people who
have won so noble a heritage withia a cen-

tory provu them»elves worthy scions of that

stock whioh haa peopled,aad earried the lan-

guage, liberty, and energy ol Great Britain

over, so large a portion of the glebe. The
future destiny of this people eanaet fail

to be a topic ef no ordinary interest to the

stateemea and puhUMsist* of the British

Empire. Shall Britiah America remain

oonnoeted with Gffeat Britain? Or ahall it

fellow the date of the Thirteen Colonies

and become a aepamlA State? Or shall it

be absorbed into the raoka «f the ambitious

Republic on ita borders? These are the

questions which are now engaging the at-

teutioa of the best mind* of these colonies

a* well as ot the parents tale. In a very

short time, perhaps, aa answer to these

questions will be given, A few days hence,

there will assemble in London a Conven-

tion of delegates from the provinces, for

the express purpose of oonsicbring and

effecting very mateiial change* in the pre-

sent political status of the countries they

represent. The uousequence of their defi-

berations, it is obvious, must aflfect Britisli

America for all time to come. Under such

circumstanoos, it becomes the imperative)

duty of every colonist >jrho values the pri

vileges he now enjoys, and hopes to see

them preserved, tp consider the necessity

and advisability of the changes which an?

proposed to be made in the oonstitution of

thei$e dependencies of Great Britain.


