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the recolledtion of *the didtatorial power accafionally

conferred upon perfons of great trull and abilities

In ancient Rome, in times of difficulty and dif-

trefs.

Lord Cornwallis prepared to meet thefe hoflile

exertions with his ufual aftivity. He was effcdtual-

ly feconded in his views by Lord Rawdon, a young

nobleman whofe valour and miliiary talents began

at this time to difplay themfelves with uncommon
luftre. The town of Camden was fixed upon as tlie

centre of operations, from its convenient fituation on

the Santee, a large river, navigable through a great

extent of country, and at hand to convey llores

and troops to various parts of the Province, and

cfpecially to thofe bordering on North Carolina,

from whence the efforts of the enemy were chiefly

cxpefted.

Experience daily Ihewed what fmall reliance

could be placed on thofe who had fubmltted to,

and promifed to fupport the Britilh government.

—

General Gates and Baron Kalbe, a German officer

of high merit, were now advancing in great force

to oppofe the progrefs of Lord Cornwallis. As foon

as they had reached the confines of South Carolina,

the people of this Province repaired to them from
every diftridt, regardlefs of their atluranccs of fide-

lity, and of their being prifoners on parole. Bodies
railed for the Britilli fervice, took the firll oppor-
tunity to leave it ; two whole battalions wenr over
to the enemy in this manner.

General Gates was now at the head of fo confide-

rable a force, that the poll: at Camden was become
very much expofed. His main-body prelfed it on
the one fide, and a fi:rong detachment, under Gene-
ral Sumpter, was endeavouring to cut off its com •

munication with Charleftown. The whole country
beyond Camden had declared in his favour. The
troops there were in u very reduced condition
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