
PREFACE.

TN preparing this sivetcli, the author has freely

made use of sueli material as he considered
valuable for his purpose from the works of Tortleus,
C. C. Rafn, J. T. Smith, N. L. IJeaniish, (Jr. Gra-
vier, B. F. De Costa, A. Davis, Washino-ton Irving,
R. M. Ballantyne, P. A. Munch, R. Kejser, and
others, and he is under special obligations to Dr.
S. H. Carpenter, of the University of Wisconsin, for

valuable suggestions.

This sketch does not claim to be witliout faults.

The style may seem dull and heavy, but it is hoped
that the reader will be generous in 'criticising an
author who now makes his first appearance before
the Amei^ican public. The object of this sketch
has been to present a readable and truthful narrative
of the Norse discovery of America, to create some
interest in the people, the literature, and the early
institutions of Norway, and especially in Iceland,—
that lonely and weird island,- the Ultima Tiiule


