
RECIPROCAL COMMERCIAL RELATIONS WITH CANADA.

intentional. Tlio sa •' results are seen in flic gcnfal business of the canals. It is

alle^icil tliat of tlu* total fai-;;o tonnajjfo of tlio U'dland Canal durinf;- llic year 1890
57 p«'r cent, destined for American ports, ])ai(l more tlian 72 per cent of its tolls, and
43 per cent, destined from Canadian iiorts, i>ai<l less than 28 per cent.

Tlie Department lias not yet been aide tooldain a copy of the ofliiial canal statis-
tics of Canada for the navi<;ation sensfin ol" 18!lj. u<ir is it informed whether they arc
yet i>nt)lislie(l. It is represented to the 1 )ei)artm',',nt. however, by tlU3 Lake Carriers'
Association, of Hnlfalo, that the traffic jiassin^ thron<;h the \Velland Canal in 1S!)1

for 0«rdensl)nrf? alone paid $r)i").Uo7.0.") toll, while, if the same triiriie had heen bound
for Montreal or ports oast, the toll would haxc lieen only $7.;>tiO.!U. There was also
!i'."),71!l.r)() collect(Ml on grain for Montreal, which Avas tr.insshijijieil at (»!;(lensbnrfi,
whi(di, if transshipped ;.t a Canadian jiort, would have only paid •t.')7l.9(), niakinj^ a

total discrimination in the use of tht^ U'elland Canal auaiust the business of thejiort
of ( )iidensbur>; alone for the season of 18!fl (d' ^52,8L';>.71. It is further reiireaented
th.at its traflic was conifielled to i)ay the full toll of 15 cents in the l^t. I.awrein e

canals, while the Monticai urain traflic jiassed throu;^li them free. It was also
depri\cd of its natui'al share of the business ol' f ransshi^ipin;; jjrain intended for
Montreal ami jxirts east.

The Coiumissiouer of Navination. in his annual report for 1H8S, called attention to
the discrimination of the Canadian <io\erument aj;ainst our citi/ens with respect to

the navijfation of its cauaN. The Secretary of the Treasury referr'sd the uuitter to
this DeparMnent, and Mr. Mayard on the I'lst ol' .July, 1888, wrote the British nun-
iKter about it. The latter, on the i;!th of Aui^nst. 1888, replied. transmittini>a copy

'

v»r a rejtort of the Canadian ]irivy council. Tliere apjiears to have lieen no ^'urther
<lil)loniatic ('orresitondiuiee at that tinu'. (Foreijiii Relations. 1888, pp. 813, 814, aud
824.)

Reccniiy this subjt^ct was again ]U'esented to the l)e|)artment quite fully by a
nieniDrinl I'rom tins i^akc Carriers' .\sso(>iatiou, (d' Ibitfalo. N. \., dat(!d September
18, IXDl. Since t len nusniorials have also been received from tlie Milwaukee Clia'.ii-

ber of Connnerce, the Chiiago Board of Trade, the Detroit Hoard of Trade, the
Cleveland Hoard of Trade, tlm Oswego Hoard of 'Trade, the Rixdie.ster Chamber of
Coninierce. and from other assooiiitions aud indi\ iduals.

A copy of the memorial (d" the ake Cariiers' Association was transmitted to Her
Majesty's minister at this capital October 10. 1891, with a recpiest fo such explana-
tion ot tho fjM-t' in the case as lu^ might desire to make. The I lepartnieut's note
stated that iue matter w.-is one of special importance to our ]ieople at that season,
ami asked him to give it his early <'onsid<'ration. Sir .lulian re]died. Octobe 12,

that he would b ing the matti*' to the attention of his (ioxcrunient. At the confer-
euee which was ludd at this l)e])artnM'ut in l''cl) nary last with the liritish minister
and the oonnuissioners from the Canadian lioxernmeut this subjict was p esented,

aud asRuraiici' was gi\t'n by the Canadian c nninssioners that the complaint of this

(ilovernment should lia\(' proiu]>t considerati(ai and that the <)Uestion of canal tolls

should l>e satisfactorily adjusted. Still lu) rejily has been reocixcd to that com-
jd.iint. but by its order in council of the 4th instant the Canadian (iovernment has
continued its system of discrimination.

It dois not relieve till' ])osition oT the Dominion Government with respect to the
grain rebiite that considerable ot' the grain carried to Montreal and the I'.ast is

shi])ped from jiorts of tiit> Cnited States, and that, the trans]untatiou of such grain
being open to American vessrds. they can secure the rebate on the same conditions
on whitdi it is given to Canadian vessels. 'The reci])roci>l e(|uality which is sti|>u-

lated for in the treaty in the use of the Wellaud and uther Canadian lamils is not to

the \-ess(ds of the two coinitries. but to •' the cil izens of the Cnited States" and to

"the inhabitants of the Dominion." An equality in the u.se of the canals to Ameri-
can V(«ss(ds would not alone satisfy the conditions of the treaty. 'The distinction be-

tween the vessel ami the cargo is r<!Coguized by the Canadian (roverunujnt, which
exa<'ts distinct tolls for each. Neither does th(^ treaty jirovide for eiptality in tolls

only. The conditions im])osed u])nn the use of the canals discriuMUJite against Amer-
ican shipjiers and consumeis, American transjiortation comi);niics ami routes, and
-Vnu'rican jierts. Tlu^ jtreseut practiceof the Canadian (iovernment is probably even

a greater discrimination against our citi/ens than if directed jigainst our \<'ssels.

On the 2d of February last a communication was received from the lion. N. C.

Hlanchard, chairman of the Connnittee on Rivers aud Harbors of the Iltuise of ]{cp-

resentatives, in which he said that his (Minnnittee would Mi))>reciate any informatiou
as to " whether there is anything in existing treaties between (ireat Hritain and
the Cnited States which wmild prevent the imposition of tolls by the Cnited States

upon conum-rce destined for Canadian pcnts, using or going througii the St. Clair

Flats Shi]> Canal or the lanal aud lock .it the .Sault Sie. Marie, in retaliation for

tolls imposed at the Welland Canal, should the Government of the Dmuinion of

Canada tail to recogni/e its obligation growing out id the tweuty-seveuth article of

the treaty of Washington."


