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tered hollow about two hundred yards in rear, with two

other doctors in plain clothes, who had come up to help.

We deposited our burden and returned to the front. Poor

Wake was sensible when we left him, but apparently too

shaken by the shock to be able to speak. Wood was there

helping the doctors. I paid more visits to the rear of the

same sort before the evening was over.

All this time we were lying there to be fired at without

returning a shot, for our skirmisliers were holding the

line of walls and enclosures below. However, the bank

protected most of us, and the brigadier now ordered our

right company, which was in the open, to get behind it

also ; and there we lay about four deep, the shells crash-

ing and bullets whistling over our heads, but hardly a man
being touched. Our colonel was, indeed the only one ex-

posed, for he rode up and down the lane at a foot-pace

as steady as a rock ; but he made the major and adjutant

dismount, and take shelter behind the hedge, holding their

horses. We were all pleased to see him so cool, and it

restored our confidence in him, which had been shaken

yesterday.

The time seemed interminable while we lay thus inac-

tive. We could not, of course, help peering over the bank

to try and see what was going on ; but there was nothing

to be made out, for now a tremendous thunderstorm, which

had been gathering all day, burst on us, and a torrent of

almost blinding rain came down, which obscured the view

even more than the smoke, while the crashing of the thun-

der and the glare of the lightning could be heard and seen

even above the roar and flasliing of the artillery. Once

the mist lifted, and I saw for a minute an attack on Box
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