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sections of the globe. Along * his eastern coast the Almighty pours the brosd Gulf

stream, nursed within the tropios, to temper the rigors of our air, to irrigate our
' deep aea i>as)tures,' to combat and subline the powerful Polar stream which would

otherwirt*!, in a single night, lill uU our gulfs and harbors with a barrier of perpetual

ice. Pur towards tlie went, beyond the wonderful lakes, which excite the admira-

tion of every traveller, the winds that lift the water-bearing clouds from the GuK
of Coriez, and waft them northward, are met by jounter-ciurenta which caiwize

t) ii jusr where they are essential,—Iwyond Lake Suiwrior, on both slopes of the

lirtx.ky Mountain!!. These :Jro the limiu-. of that climate which has bo^-n so much
misrepresented, a climate which rejects every pestilence, which breeds no malaria,

a climate under which the oldest stationary population—the French Canadian-

have multii)lied without the infusion of lunv blood from France or elsewlsere, from

a stock of 80,000 in 1"C0 to a people of 880,000 in 1360. I need not, however, have

gone so far for an illustration of the fostering effect's of our climate on the Euro-

pean race, when I look on the son» ?nd dauRh^ers of this peninsula—natives of the

soil for two, three, and four generations—when I see the lithe and manly forms on

all sides, around and before mo, v.hen 1 8e<? especially who they are that adorn that

gallery (alluding to the ladies), the argument « over, the case is closed. If w©
(Ifc-Jceud from the climate to the soil, we find it sown by nature with these precious

forwits Jittod to ero^t citic:', to build fleets and to warm the hearts of many gene-

raticnis. "W'e have the i.sothem o^ wheat on the Red River, on the Ottawa, and on

ibe St. John; root crops everj w here ; coal in Cai>e Breton and on the SaskRt<!he-

wan ; iron »kith us from the St. Maurice to the Trent; in Canada the corper-bear-

i.ig HK'ks at frequent intervals from Huron to Gaspe ; gold in Columbia and Nova
Scotia; salt aujiin, and hides in the Eod River region ; iisheries inland and seaward

une<(ualled. Such is a rough sketch, a nipiil enumeration of the resources of this

land of our ehildren's inheritance. Now what neeils it this country,—with a lake

and river and .seaward .«y.stem sulficient to accommodate all its own, and all it.s

neiKhlwr's commerce,—what needs such a country for it^ future? It need.-? a

population sullioicnt in numl>er, in spirit, and in capac'^y to become its masters ;

and this population neeil, as all civilized men need, religious and civil liberty, unity,

authority, free intercourse, commerce, security and law."

Again, in the same paper, Mr. McGee exliibita the materials

whereof the new nationality sliall be composed :

'* I endeavor to contemplate it in tho liglit of a future, possible, probable, r.nd

I hope to live to be aMu to to say po.sitivo, Hritish American Nutionality. For I

rei^eat, in the terms of the questions I asked at first, what do wo need to construct

such a nationality. Territory, resoun.'es by sea and land, civil and reli(<ioMS freedom

.

these we have alrctdy. Four millions we already are; fonr millions culled from

the races that, for a thoiwuid yean, have led the van of Christendom. "When the

sceptre of Christian eivilizsition tremble*! in tho enervate gnuq) of the Greek of tho

Ijower Empire, then the W^teni trilws of Kuropo, fiery, liirsute, clamorous, but

kindly, snat<:hed at the falling prise, and phiced themselves at the head of humnn
affairs. We are the children of these lire-tried kingdom founders, of these ocean-

discoverers of "Western Europe. Analyse our aggregate population : we have more
Saxons than Alfred had when he founded the Enghsh realm. We have more Colts

than Bricn had when he put his heel on tho neck of Odin. We have more
NormaP5 tli«n William had when he marshalled his invading host dong tho

Htmnd of FalaLse. We have the taws of St. Fidward and St Ijonit, lf»gns Clukrta

oad the Roman Code. We speak tho speeohos of Shakeepeare &nd Bossuet We


