
/ .

p

. C 8 )

and wealth, at a lefs expence of blood and

treafure, than by their wars at home.

it is the intereft and duty of all ftates to

watch the increafing ftrength of their

neighbours, and to make ufe of every juft -

meafure to enlarge their own, in the fame

or greater proportion. The Court of

Spain^ under whofe authority the difcovery

of America was made, firft began to colo-

nize. The other powers faw the wealth

and ftrength which fhe mutt acquire by her

colonies. Her fuccefs in the fettlement of

Mexico and Peru, and the vaft treafures {he

imported from thence, induced Portugal,

England, France, &c. to follow the ex-

ample ; and if they did not find countries

containing mines of gold and filver, they

obtained others, better calculated for popu-

lation, immenfely fertile, and capable of

producing almc '. all the articles of com-,

merce which, at all times, would command-

thofe metals. In thefe countries they fet-

tled colonies, increafed their number of

fubjeds, and extended their commerce. In

^ Ihort, their commerce grew in proportion
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