
[ 45 ]

Sir Archibald Mac-Sarcafm was heard with attention,

and univerfally applauded. He fat down with a fmile

upon his counte lance, which difcovered a noble con-

fcioufnefs of having done well. A gentleman rofe up

next, with whom few of the company were much ac-

quainted, and a doubt was raifed, whether he ought to

be heard, fome having violent fiifpicions about his fanity

of mind. Sir Archibald ilufhed with his recent fuccefs,

fpoke again, and undertook to prove his infanity, from

his havin'/ appeared in oppofition to the prefent miniftry.

Sir Robert Filmer thought it fufficiently proved, from his

labouring under the fufpicion of Whiggifm, which he

affirmed to be a principle no man in his fenfes could

entertain. Others atteftcd, that he had many lucid in-

tervals, and propofed that the chairman fliould examine

the prefent ftate of his mind, before he permitted him

to deliver his thoughts. But the chairman coukiTed him-

felf unprepared for fuch an examination, in the courfe

of which, as is ufual among lunatics, he might throv.

out fmart repartees, a fpecies of converfation, to which

the chairman had not been accuftomed. He therefore

thought it moft advifeable, to let the j^entleman fpeak,

and to interrupt him, if he deviate ito the merits of

the queftion, which would be the clcai^lt evidence of

infanity. The gentleman, whofe namewas Mr.WoR ku m,

fubmitted to this. .
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