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wife, who had never been accustomed to splendour,

joined her endeavours to mine in the superintendance

oi our economy ; we lived in decent plenty, and

were not excluded from moderate pleasures.

* But slight causes produce great effects. All my
happiness has been destroyed by change of place

;

virtue is too o/ten merely local ; in some situations

the air diseases the body, and in others poisons the

mind. Being obliged to remove my habitation, 1

was led by my evil genius to a convenient house in a

street where many of the nobility reside. We had

scarcely ranged our furniture, and aired our rooms,

when my wife began to grow discontented, and to

wonder what tiie neiglibours would think when they

saw so few chairs and chariots at her door. v

* Her acquaintance, who came to see her from the

quarter that v.e had left, mortified her, without de-

sign, by continual inquiries about the ladies whose

houses they viewed from our windows. She was

ashamed to confess that she had no intercourse with

them, and sheltered her distress under general, an-

swers, which always tended to raise suspicion that

she knew more than she would tell ; but she was often

reduced to difficulties, when the course of talk intro-

duced questions about the furniture or ornaments of

their houses, which, when she could get no intelli-

gence, she was forced to pass slightly over, as

things which she saw so often that she never minded

* To all these vexations she was resolved to put an
end, and redoubled her visits to those few of her

friends who visited those who kept good compapy
\

and, if ever she met a lady of quality, forced herself

into notice by respect and assiduity. Her advances

were generally rejected ; and she heard them, as they
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