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down with its waters gold-duft ; from which

there is reafon to believe, that there are

mines of this metal in that country. And
as for filvcr-mincs, there is no doubt but

they might be found there, as well as In »

New Mexicoy on which this province bor-

ders. A Canadian traveller, named Bon •

Homme^ as he was hunting at fome di (lance

from the Poft of the Nachitoches^ melted

fome parcels of a mine, that is found in

rocks at a very little diftancc from that Poft,

which appeared to be very good filver, with-

out any farther purification *.

It will be objeded to me, perhaps, that

if there is any truth in what I advance, I

(hould have come from that country laden

with filver and gold ; and that if thefe pre-

cious metals are to be found there, as I have

faid, it is furprizing, that the French have

never thought of difcovering and dig^inj^

them in thirty years, in which they have

been fettled in Louifiana, To this I anfwer,

that this obje£tion is only founded on the

ignorance of thofe who make it ; and that a

traveller, or an officer, ordered by his fupe-

riors to go to reconnoitre the country, to

draw plans, and to give an account of what

* See a farther accou.it and aflay of this mine above.
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