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THE extravai^ant pretentions of the British com-!

tnissioners at Ghent—their assertiun ol a righi to inter-

lerc with the territorial dominion established at the
peace of 1783—their^attempt to assert that the Indians
lesiding on oil/ soil were entitled to form alliances,

and be treated as a civiiiiied people, under the laws of
civil society to which the Indian tribes are strangers-—
the attenapt to cut off' a section o^" our territory, under
the pretext of a road between Canada and Nova Sco-
tia, tor which there would be no need in peace, and
t^•hich would afford them an inroad upon us duiing war
*--their occupancy of part of Mafesacliusetts unmolest-
ed by the Stale authority—their know» designs on Or-
leans: all these and other facts known to the govern-
ment of the United States,left little prospect of a peace
iin the early part of the present year ; it is believed
that the government was apprized in the course of the
last year, that peace coiild have been accomplished in

August 1814, were it not for the tncouragement which
the British government recelK^ed from three of the
Eastern states to persevere in^e war.—In these views,
the Executive had determined to make a full and final

appeal to the American people, and by presenting at

one view to the cbtmtry the catises aiid the progress of
the war, shew the necessity of stich mighty and efl\-

cient preparations for the campaign of this year, as

tvould assure its successftil and triumphant termination

by the cer||in expulsion ofthe enemy from all his pos-

sessions dii tliis continent. The measure proposed by
the Secretaty of War for raising 100,000 men, was
part of this plan of vigorous measures ; and a declar-

ation ©r exposition T^as prepared to go to the public.

This able paper was ready for publication, when the
advices of a peace b'eh*g conctoded were r-jceived. A
copy of it ha8 accidentally fallen into the hands of the

editor of the Aurorii, afid Rethink we can do no better

service than give it to the public, as the best means of

reptlHng the ribaldry issued by .those whose chagria
IS excited to the greatest extravagance by the s^cces^-
ifml and glorious terxnination of the war.


