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THE MONTREAL HERALD ON it is iiupossiljlc Mr. IJalby, who is

FREE POr?T MO EMENT Ihe oriRinalor of the scheme for the

As might naturally ive boen ex- South Shor<=. also proposed it niany

pecU'd. the niovtiuenl to coniljin^ the years ago for the service primarily

four towns nearest to Montreal on the of Montreal, but he was so convinced

South side of the St. Lawrence into of the impossibility of locating a Free

one big city, and to ask the Uotuinion Port in Montreal that he proposed the

'.overnment to make that city a Free dredjTins of the Hack llivcr to accom-

Port, has aroused considerable inter- modate the Free Port business. The

est on both sides of the rivei. "La trouble with Montreal as a si*i' is that

Presse" tak';s the ground that there ii already has thousands of manufac-

I5. no necessity to argue for lung on turiUL'; and commercial interest.^

the desirability of a Free Port for which would be completely upset by

Canada, the only question to be de- beins interned within the walls of a

cided is where It is to be located. It Free Port— in a protectionist country,

is very doubtful whether a single man Since the idea was first mooted for

can be found on the South Shore who the Island of Montreal there have
y

is not in favor of locating the Free been radical change.^ in the conditions

Port there, but in considering the pre- on the South Shore. The Victoria

terences of the men of the four tov/ns Hrldge is now a double track bridge,

due allowance, must, of course, be without counting the electric railway

made for local interests and preju- track. St. I.Ambert is now an irapor

dices. That the realiziUion of the tant railway junction, and can bt

project as proposed would be the mak- made still more important by the

Ing of the South Shore goes without building of a short connecting link

saying. liut it is to bo expected that with the Canadian Pacific bridge at

Parliament will take a widrr .iev/ of Lachine. The harbor has had con-

the question and endeavor, at least, siderable dredging; and the dredging

to divest itself of local prejudices in of the channel, on the so-called south

dealing with a subject which is of side of St. Helen Island, has made

nothing less than national importance, great progress. There ato scarcely

Even looked at from this point of any established Industries that

view, the claim that the South Shore would be injuriously affected by be-

is intllcated by nature and by exist- ing excluded from the protected area

Ing conditions as Canada's ideal site of Canada. Industrially and commer-

tor a Free Port is undeniably strong, cially. although so near to the Cana-

1 hat Montreal's interests are entitled dian metropolis, the four towns are

to eminent conside'ation is beyond virgin soil. Consequently land Is

question, but that does not mean, by cheap compared with land on our right

any means, that the Free Port should little, tight little Island. Lighterage

be located in Montreal even in the in- to Montreal and the canals would be

terests of Montreal. The chief ob- a mere bagatelle.

jection to Montreal or its immediate The location of the Free Port, how-

neighborhood for a Free Port is that ever. Is not to be regarded as a ques-


