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.ire few iriciinil.I.- passjiKcs in ('owpt-r ; Sonflicy, whil.;
tiiamiiiiK '".. fr.'.ly, c.,m-cte<l most of tin- ..hviuus mis-
tfiki's Ml nulls (ind Cn.ffs ill-printe.l vuliinuH ; «n.l I
havo only mlenitti-l ..rie eniiiidiitiuii of my .,wn into the
t.-xt (see p. •_'X4 and note), where the ncctptod reading i«
hanlly possildc.

Tin- thr.o Kieat didacti.- povnis havo in this edition been
placv.! tiisf, .t position to wliidi tlu-y arc I think entitled •

then come the .Miscellaneous |>,,ems in chr<.nol..gieal
order; then the Hymns, followed hy the Tianslati..ns An
Appeiidix-in the s/imc type as the rest of the poems-
coiitains S..IM,. juvenile, fiaj;ineiitary, or inii>romptu vrses
vvhich on various Krounds do not Ht well into their ehrono-
l<>Ki>al onler. Doul.tless several of the poeln^ included
in the h,H\y of the IxH.k miyht, with almost e.pial justice,
have been printed in the Appendix

; no two critics will
au'ree when the impromptus of an interestiiiB hut generally
pedestrian poet like C'owper fall marke.lly below the bulk
of his M.,rk in merit. But most of the contents of the
Appen.lix are trifles, sometimes hardly intelligible with-
out the context of the letters in which they were written.
.Mere scraps, however, which are iK.t intelligible at all
without their context have been omitted ; they can be
found in an edition of ( 'owper's letters. As it is, i)erhnps
too many of such scraps have been inserted.
A few notes, dealing entirely with textual or chrono-

ogical ditticulties, and relieving the footnotes (,f some
lengthy or unimportant variants, follow the Appendix.
\ list of editions consulted, and explanations of such

abbreviations as do not explain themselves, are given on
pp. XX xxiii.

l'.i..graphics or critical appreciations do not form part of
the plan of this series ; nor is Cowper one of the neglected
poets whose lives have still to be written and their positionm tlie poetic hierarchy determined: Southey, Hruce,
-Mr. G.ddwin Smith, Canon Beiiham, and Mr. Wright
supply the necessjiry facts and critical estimates. Hut as
students have found useful the chronological summary
of Wordsworth's life printed in Mr. Hutchinson's OxfordU ordsworth, I hope that the similar summary of Cowper'.s
life printed on pp. xxiv-xxx may be convenient for re-
ference.

It is a pleasure to acknowledge the helj) that I have
rweived from many sources : my thanks are due to Mr.
1 nomas \\ rinrllf tr,y T^.l^....^.: .1 • > • . ,-= 1-' . .i!:-.-:::y ii:c lllCiUSIOn ol .ifVclal
poems hitherto printed by him alone, and for e.xamining
on my behalf the MSS. preserved in the museum at OIney

;


