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to discover Arnerica got many of bis ideas
from my bon. frieud, because nothing bas yet
ever been taken up wbich he did flot, In bis
mind, consider at some time or otber. As
regards the tunnel, altbougb that does flot
properiy corne under *tbis resolution at ail,
1 was mucb pleased to bear the Minister of
Railways (Mr. Grabam) say that very short-
]y be hoped to be able to lay on tbe table
the report made by his deputy minister, and
when tbat report is brought down the tun-
nel. question can be more inteilligently dis-
.cussed. 1 bave taken tbe ground for rnany
years that the goverilment sbould proceed
ùs qulckiy as possible -witb a tborougb In-
vestigation into the question of constructing
a tunnel. Let us know as nearly as possi-
ble what it will cost so that it need flot be
kept before tbe people of Prince Edward
Island and Canada continualiy. If Its con-
struction be found practicabie, let it be taken
up a'nd disposed of ln a business way. If
it be not practicable, let us take up) the next
best metbod. Butiln any event it wIil take
severai years to construct tbe tunnel and
some tirne to obtain tbe prellmiaary Infor-
mation, and la tbe meantime we must im-
prove tbe methode we bave. My bou. frlend
from Pictou (Mr. Macdonald) said tbat the
fact tbat tbe routing of freigbt via Pictou
did flot cost any more than by Pointe du
Cbêne and-Summerside was no Injury to
tbe people 0f tbe Isl.and: I arn aware of
tbat, but it ls to the detriment of the Prince
Edward Island Raiiway and to the advant-
*age of the Intercolonial Ralway, because
by that means the déficit on the Prince Ed-
ward Island Railway is larger than It ought
to be. Tbe putting of the service acros
the straits under tbe Raiiway Department
appeals to me frorn a business standpoint,
as it wouid slmplify matters very rnucb.
It would reduce tbe coat, a]tbough I be-
leve that tbe estirnate of tbe cost given
by tbe Minister of Marine and Fisheries
ls too large. He dld not give credit
enougb to tbe winter service. You muet
take into account the fact that tbe goverfi-
ment ls cornpelIed practicaiiy to find some
use for the winter boats ln tbe sumnmer and
bas to retain in Its service during tbe sum-
mer season the staff ernpioyed on tbe winter
boats. We bave no fauit to find witb tbe
government on this account, because tbey
muet necessarily retain tbe wbole year
around tbe officiais wborn tbey are bound to
empioy on tbe wlnter service. I do flot know
that tbese are tbe rnost sultabie steamers
for taking the Governor Generai and bis
party on excursion trips. Tbey are very
expensive for tbat purpose ; tbey are large
consumera of coal and every time tbey are
used for this purpose alterations and re-
pairs bave to be made to themn; tbe state-
rooins bave to be cbanged and batbrooms
put ln Juat for tbese trips, and when the
steamers are put ln their reguler service
this bas ail to be cbanged again. Tbis ex-
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pense was not deducted by the Miiiister of
Marine.

Mr. BRODlEUR. Oh, yes.
Mr. J. J. HUGHES. It is not given ln

the report of the Governor Generai's trip at
page 20 of tbe Auditor General's 'Report,
only the actual provisions consurned are
given, ail tbe rest are cbarged to the winter
service. These steamers may be suitable
for iighthouse service along tbe Labrador,
lower Quebec and Newfoundland coasta,
but I arn not sure tbat they are tbe best
boats even for that purpose. As I suggested
this afternoon, if these boats were kept for
the winter service entireiy and were put
out of commission during the summer, the
crews of the winter and summer steamers
being interchanged, there would be a ma-
teriai saving.

We have no special fault to find with the
management of tbese boats by the Marine
Department except, as I bave stated, that
that department was flot establisbed as a
carrying or transportation department, and
sbould not have control of work of tbat
kind,. while tbe Raiiway Department was
establlsbed for that purpose and la con-
versant witb ail detals of transportation
questions. I have aiready suggested tbat a
railway corporation situated as tbe govera-
ment la situated bere, with portions o! is
raiiway on the isiand and on tbe rnainland
wouid also control the connecting iink.

Iaasmuch as my object ln making this
motion bas been attained by this discussion
and the mînister bas suggested that it be
withdrawn for the preseat and that It
would be taken under consideration by the
goverament, I see no reason for not ac-
ceding to bis wisbes. 1 arn glad to see the
'natter bas been f ully discussed by the
Minister 0f Ralways, tbe leader of the op-
position, tbe Minister of Marine and others
and 1 arn sure good wiil corne 0f this dis-
cussion. I bave poInted, out the serious
handicap under whicb the people o! my
province rest ln the shipping of their pro-
ducts in competition witb tbe people of the
other provinces of Canada. Tbat Is tbe rel
point I bad ln view in bringing up tbis mo-
tion. We sbould be on an equality wltb our
neighbours on the mainland, witb tbe reat
of the people of 'the Dominion, ln regard to
freigbt and passenger rates, or at leat we
sbou]d bave a nearer approacb to equallty
than we bave now. This matter deserves
the Immediate consideration of tbe govern-
ment, and I arn convlnced tbat If it were
aIl under one. departrnent we wouid be
nearer an equalization o! rates wlth the
reat of Canada, than wiii be possible wltb
the service under two departments. So
long as tbe exlstlng, conditions continue, we
will not bave attalned tbe object we bad
la vlew la enterlng confederation. Mr.
Speaker, under these conditions I will agree
to withdTaw the motion for the present.

Motion witbdrawn.
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