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MADAGASCAR{.

HEever-woniderftil story of Gospel pro-
gress in Madadascar is thus told by one
af the Missianaries of the London Mis-

sionary Society,-Mr. Richardson:
In 1866, there were 79 congregations in

Madagascar; there are now 1,142. In 1866,
there were 13,682 people gathered into the
churches ; but now there are more than a
quarter of a million assembling Sabbatli after
Sabbath. In 1866, there were 5,'255 cliurch
members ; now wve liave 70,000 professed «fol-
lowers ai the Lard Jesus Christ. Many ai
themn are very igniorant, aud znany know no-
thi-ng about the elementary truthis af Christ.
ianity, but still tliey do express a dlesire,
hoivever fecbîy anI howvevcr imperfectly, ta
follow the Lord Jesus Clu ist. In 1866, we
had 18 sehools in the island, ivitlh 811 selialars;
now we have 890 schools and 50,000 scliolars.
In 1868, when tlie barbarian harde came into
the churcli at Madagascar, there were about
ten men striving ta grapple ivith that great
mass of heatheni corruption. It was in 1870
when the Testaments were sent out., and it
was in 1873 bel are the complete Bible caine
out. Now we have among aur adult popu-
lation 25,535 Who eau read, and among aur
children 25,365 5 and there are 36,245 comn-
plete copies ai the NJew Testament or ai the
Bible in the hands of these readers.

Mr. Richiardson also gave an account of a
meeting lield in the churcli built on the "9Tar.
peian Rock," from which, in the days ai per-
secution, s0 many Cliristians were liurled ta,
meet their deatli.

We asked the Prime Minister ta corne and
take the chair, and lie did so, and the man
who twelve years ega would bave gone up ta
bis knees in mud to give lionor ta bis id O*S,
came inta one ai aur pulpits anid posed as
chairman ai the Missionary Society, and lie
did it very well, too. lus first words in ad.
dressinmg the meeting, were, IlLadies and gen-
tlemen,-As Prime Minister aiMaf asa
I have no riglit liere, but as a man loving the
Lard Jesus Christ, aud desiraus ta promate
and furtlier lis kingdon, 1 have as mucli
riglit liere as any one ai you. 11e said howv
martyrs prayed in former tirnes, ' Wlien, Oh,
when shall we have a Christian Qutecu?' God
hiad sent them a Christian Queen, aud they
were ail desiraus ai sending the Gospel to
the heathen. 11e narrated how they liad op-
pressed the people in foi-mer times. Hie
spoke ta the evangeliets, five in nuniber,
Who were gaing out, aud said, 'Do not tell
the people-..put awvay your idols bec.ause we
are sent by the Qucen.' Hle said, ' If you use
farce and compulsion, your work will fail ;

you ivili not propagate the principles of the
Gospel ai Peace by any pressure. Go ivith
gcntleness, and patience, and perseverance;
show the people the better way, and you wilI
win them fr-om their superstitious practices.'
The people cheered himn ta the echo. As the
meeting broke up, 1 met himi 'at the vestry
door, and lie took me by the hand and said,
1 Mr. Richardson, did you note the enthusiaým,
of that audience? T said ' Yes.' ' Could not
I rule the Church of Madagascar if 1 liked?'
' Yes, I amn sorry to Eay you could' 'Ah,'
hie said, ' we J<now better than that; there
will be no liead of the Cliurch in Madagascar.
cxcept the Lord Jesus Christ.' IVe were met
in the chur-ch built on that, rock of hutrling,
anci lie iven t on to say, ' Standing u,,on this
spot, years and years ago, there wvere gather-
ed, together sonie atticers of the kingdom.
My father «%vas there, and a littie girl ivas
brought before Ihii. My father looked at
that littie girl, and said ' Take the chuld away-
she is a fool.' The little girl raised liersel?4
and said, 'Ko, sir, 1 arn no fool;5 but 1 love
the Lord Jesus Christ. Tlirow me over.' Six
years ago, when Dr. Mullens preaehed at the
openinj- of tlie churcli, the Queen, the Prime
Minister, and all the Court ran aivay out of
the capital; but now, six years afterwards,
the Prime Minister cornes to that very spot
on %which we were assembled,-wliere that
littie girl was hurlcd over, and lier body land-
ed on the plain below,-and hie said, 'If a
littie girl in those dark tinies could give lier
lufe for the love of the Saviour, shail we hesi-
tate toagive of aur substance to send these
missionaries to the heathen ?'

I want ta tell you another ffiin- connected
with that story. In 1851. a littie lad in a
Southi Lancashire town, f saw a picturA in
the .Turenile Vlissionary Magcýazine of these,
poor people being hurled aver the rock. I
wvas anly seven years of age, aud I said7 1Oh!
teacher, if ever I amn a man, I ivill go and be
a missionary thiere!' I fargot ail that. I
went ta college, and in 1868 Dr. Mullens of-
fered me Madagascar. I said, '0Of course, 1 -go
ta Madagascar, because that story made me
a missionary in 1851.' 1 went ta Madagascar,
and now here is the remaikable thing. You
talk sametimes about chance and coïncidence,
but I think this is a leading af Divine Provi-
dence. When I wvas chairmnan of tlie district
committee, standing on the spot portrayed
ini the picture ;which hand made me a mission-
ary in 1851, 1 had ta give the first missionary
charge to the first mh~sionai ies sent out by
the Churcli oif dgacr A year after
that I bad ta accomnpnny a second compnny,
and I was within a span af being anather
martyr af Madagascar ; and a year after that
I stood and looked up inta the face af the
Prime Minister as lie told me that very story
which bad made nme a mxissionarv.
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