
*StilI theio arc many fine etreaine in the interior
whlich cani be atilizea in lloating the loge. In
tho intorior, timber lanlle trillitary to tic rail.
way, or to etreanie by which the legs clin bo
fltated te pointa on thet ailway, are ni course
the moat v'alu.ible. 'lieo many iélande along
the coast are mostiy heavily timbered, and aro
af Course Vary Casily worlked as fat an moving
tho legs as coitcer.ed.

A niumber ot saw mille haive been estabiisheid
at pointe along the railway in tire initerior aince
the oponing ofe ric ml, but nana et the mille
are of vury largo capacity. Title iîit.rior mil'e
are unable ta ship lumber ta tht Coast in cern.
petition with coast mille, and are tiierofore con.
fl-ed te tho iimited local dems' ~i aud te enceli
shiplnenta as they cati nako eaatwaiid tu pointa
ini the Tcrritorica. Higli freight rates is tlîe
great dirawbaok te the intorior mille. The
manufacturera cuniplain that the freiglit ratLs
ta easternt points frram interior iile are sa high
thwt thoy a.c ainînat prohibitory.

The coset mille have a lua-ger local trade, and
tlîoy are aie in a positioni ta cater for fomeign
trade. Ships arc frroquently iaaded at saine of
the larger Cost mille, for direct shipiment te
Auetmîmlia, Sontlî Amnerica, and other points.
Some experts are aise malle ta Caliornia, but
liera the drity coince iti tu prevent this trado
tramt asaiuming great importance. The opening
of the California. market ta frce luiîîîhr frain
British Columbia woutd ho a. great beundit ta
the lumber imidtstry ai thé province. The pro.
vincial mantitacturers wvould thli bc lit a posi.
tien tu cempete witit tlie Puget Sound lumrber-
men for Uic tradof Mit t0î olden State ai ait
equal footintg.

Burrard Inlet has long beon, thtc- principal
point iii the province for tlie toi eign expert
trade. Twe mills have been sawing ant tliis
inulet fer twenty te twenty.tlve years, mainly

;or ex part. Thusand1( last seaot exporta have
ýalso been mnade direct tramt the Fraser river
rivrille. Mille; eawing for e\pert only (Io net
rcarry a stock of dry lunîber. Tite luniîber is
irun right frram the saw ta the ship and expert.
'cd in a green state. The expert trado frein the
LFrascr river %vill be vaatiy incrmed by tlîe
lÏcompetion ai the inanimath Ros.4-àeLarca iiill,
»te daily capacity ei which, will ha £rom 300o t
100 foot. Anather inill ie aise talked of for the
Ilraser river. At Vancouver a ntimber et mille
iave been establisad aince the cemplotion of
ý'the railway, but they have workcd mainly far
local traie, which lias been briek during tac
pspid building up of the City. Ont of the oni
Murrard lulet mille at %'ancouver lias receiîtly
Ieen purchaseci hy a company, supposed te bc
iupplied with British capital. Tlie mili Nvill te
~emodoied ani continue the ex-)ort trade on a
9rgor ecale. This miii itselt wvs not very valn.

île, owing te the long timt it bas been run-
Ming, but very valuabie timber landis wîent wvith

aprapcrty. On Vancouver eIand vcmy littie
Uh~ been denc beyond mneeting the requiroments
eith. local trade, the tbre principal mîille bcing
liocatcd anc ench at Victoria, Çhiemainus, and
.e'ànaimo. A new ucmpany was tari cd ome

ibreago, ivhich toak over the Cheniainust pro-
Î tand it is understoed te bc th. intentian

:E-this company te trect a large mili for expert
Slocal trado. Shipments ot cedar shingles

_,p the coset mille have bee matdo te !Ulan.i.

toba anti torritorial pointe, anti tliesc Rhingles
are new rcgîîlariy iii tho mîarket at aIl pointa
througlî the prairie regimu. In lîtîiber, liow-
ever, the coast mille have miet lio ale ta doa as
minoeh business with the prairie couîntry euat ai
the mnountaina, as it %vas thoughRt caîild ho doet
at aile tinte, though a liînitcd qîiantity af Iuîmu-
ber lia., been ehippcd castward. Ex.perts of
produca ai the forcst front Britishu Colimbia te"
the iscli year ended June 3Otli Ilet wveme
Albout "9150,O0, ai whlich $"38S,090 'vas tmm the
port aiof~ uvr

Probably -i goand dcii ai the invostinents in
liritisit Columblia tituiber lande et late have Lecît

Unitcd State.4 capitaliste are aiuouug the iuvcst.
ors in tliese lands, sud it ie hardi1y likcly that
the inîtention in ovcry case ie te mioveiap the
property, btit rathier ta hîoid for &-dle at ai mad-
vanco iu values. The provinîcial tumber launds,
luomwcvcr, ara nlot sold outriglut. Licejiee are
granteci te cut tinîber for ai atuai fee ai $5'0,
iu additien tt whtich thirty centii for stuimpage
antI eevemity.live cents pcr theusand teet, board
measuro, for iumber inakuiiacttired, goce ta the
Ciovcriimct. lu tht railway bolL a foe et $10
lier l,OCO acres is charged, with fifteen cents
ettumpage aîîd twceiity-'uvc cents board neaure
lier thoesand teet fer tlio lumbor eut.

TUIE IMSRAMCE QUESTION.
The question et ire insuiranua fer rot ail

dealers bias beouen su tequently discusseti iii
these coluinns, that there is litie maoin ta add
ta the stateinents already malle aud viows pire.
viousuiy expressedl. 'rii COMiMERCIAL lias
trequontly advocsted the catireofe insurail..o
ant ibas steaîlily advised busine.ss men ta avail
thueniselves et the priviloges afforded b>' in-
suraruco, iii prec'idimîg compenusation for ioss b>'
lire. This journal lias tnrther pointed out,
that etailers wluo wvore wvorkimug ait a credit
baeis, werc mnorailly bouud ta pma:cct theni-
selves by insurance te a re;usonable ex tout.
Reasanable protection vould bc t an extent
lilicient ait, least ta caiver tîteir liabilities ta
others, sa thât the los of thoir goeds wvauld
net, as it very olten lices, faau upoit their cred-
itars. Frein a bnuiiicss point ai vîew, the
nierc..ant wvho buys for cash slinuid not negiect
the advantages et in3urtince. ro <le se wvoiid
boita tollow a ver>' ttnhusinesslike course. But
the moirchant, %vbolesaler or rotailor, %vitiî
liabilities in cxcoss of the value of hie inde-
structible prapemty, is bouiud l>y principlcs et
hanesty, as well as by proper busiciess habit.9,
to ineure hie gonds te a reasoiuable ex tent.

Asi a ruie lasses by tire iu this country have
been borne largel>' by the whlesale trade.
lVhen the retailer wvho buîye ou credit lias beeîî
burned, the whoiesale dealers have siunply been
compelledl te ebouldor the loss, tor as a rule the
insemance carried lias bicou altogetlier ont et
proportion t4) the anuct et stock. Lsst wcek
it was annorunced that a meeting hadl been caied
te consider tluis eta.lc ot affaire, and if passible
devise samne effective menus oi urging upan
det:ýers the agivisability of mare itili> pratectiug
themesolves and their creditors b>' insumance.
This meeting has sinco been held ini Winnipeg
and was atteuded by repreticntatives af the
local and a nunîber of castems liauses doing
business bore. Ail were agrecul as ta the nuec.

cssity tor sanie action, but the diflicîilties ai
the situation wvere imîliy apprcciatecd. l.etter-m
weme reand tromî a iumnbcr of eeteru lieuses ap-
ptroving et the inoveinent. l'li quiestionu ai
inetîratce rates wvas discîîsscd, etipecially as ta
the pousibility et secîîring saiue roîluctione iii
rates. A niiiibor ot ineîrauce mii wece pros.
ent, andI it was agrcod that a coîmnittec iront
tic board oftiînderwriters %votîld incte a coîiu.
îîittee et inercliants aud dliseue the question
of iiusnrance rates, lu this cannectien it uta>
bie stated thiat tlîe whîolcsalo morcian te will dlo
their best ta sectire roductione of irmsrance
ratel; in onteidle towns. At thte îtîecting it wau
decimlcd te torm a jabbere' alisociation, ta bo
apoil te local aiid easteril biouises doiiîg business
in tht west, for nuntual protection and tht
tiirthertuicc afi nuetuai tracle intoreets. A
comnuttue %vias appeinted ta traîne by-laws ta
goem the pmcpesedl atsociation. * 2'm . liertrand,
wlîo bas beoit muainly inustrîuental iu womking
up tht muevoeuct, presented the quesition iii its
vamionus aspocta, te thoae prescîî:, ia a torciblt
anti lîcid mnuer. lMs idea is ta hiave the
iluý,stiotiof insîtrance brougiît pomson'tlly betore
ail retail ulealer tsu the couintty, tlimougli a
systcmnatic can vass b>' a persan appointed tom
tho puirpose. Seconhlly, tluat a mecordi ai in-
formation bo kept. as te amnount et insuranue
zarriod, etc. l'le aîssociatieon wili likely talze
up thte nuitter on thesie linos, and Mr. Bertrand
%vilI probabl>' act as an intcmmîîedîamy betweeu
the associationt wdu rctaîicrs %%-lio may bc comi-
sidored imy the association as net proteml> piro.
tected by inuirauce.

The question et insurane rates is of course
a very important omie te retailers iii oîitsidc
tuwns, as owing te the lack of lire protectivo
appliances anti tht risky naire ot the buildings
iii aur sîmîsiier towns, imsurante rates are noces-
sariiy vcmy higli. lii some cases tht>' are con-
Sidced a, aiuîost prabibitar>', by the uitrchants.
Thite ineumance compaiuies, buwcseme, claim that
the rates are flt> me iow as the situation wil
warrant, and wiie approached for a reduction,
tht>' peint ta the exceduingly, risky natume ai the
property covered h>' thueir palicie, %vith argu.
momits whiclî canna: bc satistactority amsercd.
It is a tact tîtat a lime ini mnof amir sîuualler
villages mens the Nvrecking ai evemythuing
w ithin its rcach. Even saene places having
froin foi ty te titty buisiîues institutions ai ont
kind or asuather, are entirely wvitlîoit pretective
appliances, or at best svith ver>' inefficient
mntans o! ighting a ire. TIti*sis aver>'iinistalen
polie>'. j% teu- :haiand douiai staora lire engine
and appliances leiaooked upen as tee great au
ex penditcure ta be iliu<ieu-takoii, but ne !hius;ht
is takeii ai thet n'any thousanli dollars womtb ef
propemty entimeiy at the înercy et a fi re. Whlen
the lire cointes, %vhicli is only a inatter et tina
at best, the preperty ulestmoycd in a bni time
wausld animonut te a suivi suifficient ta provide
lire appliances fom aboutdxi the tewns in tire
country. Even the smaller tawits sliould niake

son fot te previde the ve'-y best incans
whbich tboy cati have withi whicu ta Iglit lires.
'rTe removal et lire: traps in the tortu ai atsnw
àtid rubbisli about biuild ings shîould be iooked
siter. Anotiier déaigerous teature in uneet ai
aur townis is the location of feed st.-bleý among
tlîo business buildings;. A few firc-walls bc-
tween buildings wautiid aise ba a great protec-
tion agaîns: the apreaul ai lime. If aur coîutry
towmis 'vould do what they cati iu the %vNy ai
protecting pmeperty freint destruction by tire,
the mercluants iu such ltscc. could thon meaon-
ably hope for uone reductions in insuraico
matas. Wc bre certain the uiiderwmriters wauld
be iiiclined ta tricot tiuem hait way in thie mat-
ter. But tht utter ulisregarci previding any
prote<.tion wliatae-er, which is shown in a great
nuany of aur toewns, is littie encouragement te
the insuranco neopla ta redusce rates.


