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battered to death, or the equally unfortunate man who is bound
to an adulterous wife lias to travel perliape thousanda of miles
to ge.t relief, and eau get it ouly by a slow, tedious, and expen-
sive process.

This state of affaire is a blot on the administration of justice
in a civilized country. If the party is poor, justice cannet be
h-ad. Only the ricli ean avail tiezelves of our present eystemi
of granting divorces. And let nie remark in this connection that
the remedy is practically denied by force of circumstances to
those upon whoin the burden lies rnost heavily, and in respect of
whoin the mnost dangerous and immoral reeultis are inost likely
to, follow. Money, under the circumstanee which give rise to
divorce, afrords relief in the way of travel, change of residence
and Cther mneans of escape, but poverty drives both the man and
woinan to desperate decds. and f0 a still more desperate condi-
tion of imninorality andi degradation.

Having thus brietly touchled on soine of the conditions with
whieh wc have to deal in this discussion, I wish to eall your atten-
tion for a few moilents to the subjeet of dlivorce in its legal
aspect, and the renedies which. ini MY opinion ought to be pro-
viued to mneet present conditions. It inay be useful t0 sec what
lias been donc ii tlic past liistory of England towards a solution
of the problein whiehi confronts, andti as for centuries, confronted
thinking mnen andti woneil. 1 do ilot hope to say anything
original in this coniiection, but if 1 can direct your minds to sonie
new line of thouglit, or create a new phase of reflection and
analysis, 1 shall be fully satisfied that my work ha8 not been in
vain.

First, let me take Up the record. It hias always been ad-
tnitted that the wronge suffered by the Linlocent partncr in inatri-
niony are entitled to ýoîne rcmedy. The Ecclesiastical Courte
hiad the earlieat jurisdiction. ln the very early days in England,
these courts took upon theniselvcs, or aciîuired the power to
grant a divorce, a mensa et th-oro. Although marriage was looked
upon as indissoluble, there grew up varîoue schemes for declar-
ing the marriage a nullity ab initio, on tlic ground that an irn-


