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22 THE ENGLISH

therefore agreed that a portion of them should

proceed to America, and make preparations for the

reception of tiie rest. Tiie parting; scene is de-

scribed as an affecting one. Their clergyman,

Mr. Robinson, was a pious and exemplary man,

and his correspondence with this little body of

pioneers shows how much the causes to which I

have alluded had softened the feelings and lowered

the extravagant language to which they had been

accustomed. These letters, wdiich are still extant,

do equal honour to his head and heart. His last

words of advice to his departing flock prove how

deeply he was mortified by the desertion of their

leader, and how much opprobrium and ridicule

must have attached to them arising from his return

to the Established Church, and his conforming to

its doctrines and discipline. " I must advise you,"

he said, " to abandon, avoid, and shake oif the

name of Brownists : it is a mere nickname and a

brand for making religion and the professors of it

odious to the Christian world." Several of their

number now sold their estates and made a common

bank, which, together with money received from

other adventurers w4io entered into the joint stock

speculation, enabled them to emigrate and commence

a plantation in due form. On the 10th day of

November 1 620, the Leyden adventurers anchored

in America, and, late in December, having found a

convenient hrirbour and a suitable spot for settle-


