
ERICA.
Climate, Soil, ProduBiMs, and dlferent Kinds of Animals, &c.
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The climate is temperate; and the foil, which is a kind of red

(late, fb exceedingly rich, thft, in a Ihort time after it has been

turned up, and expofed to air and moidurc, it is converted into a

fpecics -of marie. The foil of the Holy Land is faid to be of a

iim.ilar nature. The province produces va(l quantities of grain,

hemp, flax, hay, Indian corn, &c. &c. There are alfo in this and

the Southern colonics abundance of wild vines, of three or four

fpecics, diiferent from the European ; but no wine has yet been

made from them worthy of notice.

Colonel Peter Schuyler has, in his garden, a fine coUeflion of

citrons, oranges, limes, lemons, balfams of Peru, aloes, pome-
granates, and other tropical plants; and, in h>s park, feveral Eng-
lilh and American deer, with fome elks or moofe dcsr.—Here are

alfo valuable copper-mines, in particular thofe belonging to Colo-

nel John Schuyler ; and rich veins of ore. But the country abounds
with molkitoes.

The climate of PcnnCylvania, during winter, is in general milder

than that of the Northern colonies, in proportion as it lies more
to the South : neverthelefs, from December to March, the cold is

frequently (o intenfc as to freeze over the Delaware, though a very

broad ri<::r. On the other hand, in the fummer feafon, the months
of July, Auguft, and September, would be alniod intolerable,

were it not for the frequent cool breezes which moderate the heat.—
The foil is extremely ftrong and fertile, producing fpontaneoufly

an infinite variety of trees, flowers, fruits, and plants, of differenf

flics ; and the mountains ?rc enriched with ore. This province is

cultivated to greater perfeAion than any other ; and in this Hate
yields not only great plenty, but great variety of grain ; alfo flax-

feed, hemp, and various other articles.

It muft be obfervcd here, that in the Southern the timber is

not fo proper for Ihip-buildihg as in the Northern colonies ; for in

a comparative degree as they lie hearer to the South, the wood be-
comes lefs and lefs compaft, and fplits cafily ;—.a quality, however,
that, though rendering it improper for Ihips, makes it fitter for

ftavcs.—The land abounds with cattle, and the rivers with fi(h.

The llaple commodity of Maryland is the Oronooko fort of to-
bacco, which is much flronger than the Virginian, and for this

reafon preferred in the Eaflern and Northern parts of Europe.
The climate both of Maryland and Virginia, on the whole,

is extremely fine. Autumn and fpring are delightful feafons, and
in winter the weather is fo mild as fcarccly to require a fire

; yet
now and then there are fome extremely (harp days; and it is not
uncommon, after a wartl^day, to have fuch fudden and fevere cold
as to freeze over a river a mile broad in one night. The fummer
brings violent heats, and frequent and furious gufls, with terrible
thunder and lightning, whence, however, little mifchicf happens
to the buildings, owing to the eleftrical rods which arc affixed to
mofl of ihcm. The natural productions of the foil, which, for
the moft part, is good, arc trees and flowers of infinitely various
forts, with great quantities of fruits and medicinal plants ; parti-
cularly, tobacco and Indian corn f> pigeon-berry and rattle-fnake
root, much eilecmed in ulcerous and pleuritical difordcrs ; (jraw-
berrics, hiccorynuts, mulberries, chefnutS, myrtles, cedars, cy-
preflcs, fugar-trces, different forts of fir-trees, fcven or eight kinds
of oak, red-flowering maples, fafTafras-trces, dog-woods^ acacias,
fcarlet-flowering chcfnuts, red-buds, flowering poplars, magnolias,
fringe-trees, umbrellas, chamoedaphnes (reckoned the moft beau'
tiful of all flowering (hrubs), pacoons, yellow jelTamines, may-!-;-
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