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BRITISH NORTH AMERICA. Ill

mom ftitkiftly I nutmit wUh ; and, wtw>n I mw mi opt>fiin|f, it in fully my iut(*ntioa

to hint tilt niAttt*r to Lard DnthurNt, an«l |>itt th« |tK|N>r Into hi* Imiiiiii, without,

owi-v,)r, telling him ttttm whom I li»v» it, though i Mhnll urgo him to hitv<< Mime
wy-'ivrmntiiin with vou rrlativit to it. I'linnit m«', howi-vor, juit to owk you wlu>tht>r

It *,« not nn ovunight in ^oii to ittat«' that tliorn arr Jiir Iloimt'N of AtiHonihl) in

tho b.ltlnh Colouiwt in North AnM'rim? for If I niii not uimIit an tTior, lln'O^'aro •
.

m, via Ui»|M'r nnd Lowit (^uiailn, Nova iHcotln ami Now nrumtwirk, tlu- iMlaiuln

of Prin<ti I'Mwnril and Capo IJrt'ton. Allc»w mo alno to b««g tif you to |(ut down
tho |>ro|)<.'tioi»M ill which ymi tliinlc tho thirty nioniliorN of the roprewuitativo Am.

M>mhly oiigi.» to bt» ftimlMlied by twh provinco ; and, finally, to nuggont wlii'thor

you would no- think two Lituitenaiit (Jovi>mort«, with two Kxticutlvo Couiiriln, xuf-

floiont for tho Kxcriitivc ttovorninoiit of tho wliolo, viz. ono for tho two C'anadiui,

and ono for NovaHcotia iiiid Now Itniiifwick, conipn'hpnding tho miall dopondfii-

cloHof ('apt' liroton and IVinoo E<lward'i» Inland ; tho fonnnr to ronido at Moiitr<-ul,

and tho hittor at whichovi-r of tho two Mitnations may bo foiiHldt-n'd moHt contnil

for tho twi> Provinpi'N, whether Annapolis Hoyal or WindHor. Hut at all ovoiitu,

ahouldyoii ovon po^Hidor four Kxwutivo (iovomnitmtri and four Kxiunitive C'oiin-

rilii rcHjuiHilo, I iiroiumu thoro cannot Ihj a question of tho ox|M>dioncy of ronipro-

hemlirig tho two nmall Islaiuln in tho Oulf of St. LawroiuH) with Nova Scotia.

" lltjlievo me over to roniuiii, with tho inoHt frion«!ly rogard,

" My dew Sowoll, yours faithfully,

(signed) " Edward."

I know of bnt on© difficulty in the way of such an union; and that ari»0H from Difficulty in the way

tho dittinclination which Homo of the Lower Provinces might fool to tho trans- "f ""'""•

forenco of fiowurs from thoir itresent IjogiHlaturoB to that of the Union. Tho
objection to this would ariso principally, 1 imagine, from their not liking to give

up tho immediate control which they now have over tho funds by which their

local ('Xjionditure is defrnyod. I have given such u view of tho ovils of this

system, that I cannot bo expected to admit that an interference with it would Iw

nn objection to my plan. I think, however, that the Provinces would have a right

to complain, if these pi)wers of local management, uud of distributing funils for

local purjKises, were taken from Provincial Assemblies only to bt) pluc«'d in

tho yet more objectionablo hands of a general legislature. Kvery precaution

should, in my opinion, bo taken to prevent such a power, by any possibility,

falling into this hands of the Legislature i\f tho Union. In order to prevent that, I

would prefer ilint the Provincial AHsomblies should be retained, with men-ly

municipal powers. But it would bo far bettor, in point both of efficiency and of

economy, that this power should be entnistod to tho municipal bodies of much
smaller districts ; nnd tho formation of such bodies would, in my opinion, be an

essential part of any durable and complete Union.

With such views, T should without hesitation recommend the imnio<riate adoption Lpgi«li»tivc union

of a general legislative union of all tho British Provinces in North America, if the sliouid have ihe

regular coiu-se of Government w(^re suspended or perilled in tho Lower Provinces,
n""*peoLlc''""^'

and the necessity of tho immediate adoption of a plan for their governnumt,

without reference to them, u matter of urgency; or if it were possible to delay

the adoption of a measure with respect to the Canadas until the pn.ject of an

uuion could have been referred to the Legislatures of the Lower Provinces. But
tho state of the Lower Province, though it justifies tho proposal of an union,

would not, I think, render it gracious, or even just, on tlie part of Parliament to

carry it into effect without referring it for the ample deliberation and consent of

the people of those Colonies. Moreover, tho state of tho two Canadas is such, that

neither the feelings of the i)artie8 concerned, nor the interests of the Crown or

the Colonies themselves will admit of a single Session, or even of a large portion

of a Session of Parliament bt'iug allowed to pass without a definite decision by

tho Imperial Legislature as to the basis on which it purposes to found the future

government of tliose Colonics.
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In existing circumstances, the conclusion to which tho foregoing considerations Recominendaiions

leatl me, is, that no time sliould be lost in proj)osiiig to Parliament a Bill for "f th* High Cuin-

repealing the 31 Geo. S ; restoring the union of the Canadas under one Legislature ;

""»*"'"^'^*

and re-coostitutiDg them as ono Province.
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