
AUGUST 10, 1904 1233

Hon. Mr. LANDRY-What la the effect
of the amendment?

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-In the original Act of
1902, there was a clause authorizlng the
State Department te Issue letters patent for
ail purposes except for the construction anti
organization ef railways, telegraphs and
telephones. It was flot Intended that a con-
tractor should le debarred from taking a
contract, for Instance, te mxpply poles for
a telegrap li ne, or to bulld a railway as. a-
chartered company ; but the court has held
that under the language ef the statute, the
word ' construction'1 is se wlde that a corn-
pany authorized te construct public works
for Instance-and a number of charters of
that kind have been issued-would flot have
power under the Act to takre a contract for
the construction of a section of railway.
In order to remove that, a member of the
House of Gommons Introduced a Bill in the
early part of the session to amend the Ac~t
lu that partlcular, te make It clear that this
word ' construction ' had been Interpreted
by the courts too widely. The intenion
of the Act was that a compny might be
chaxrtered to undertake the constructJon
of a railway, a telephone or a telegrapli
line, but net te organize or hold a charter.
However, we took up, the Bill here and pass-
ed it and It went te the House of Commons
where exception was taken te it. As the
Bill centained other clauses which were
useful, it was thought better te drop ths
clause. The Bill contains, for instance, a
provision lu which the leader of the oppo-
sition took an interest last session and this
session, that is where sbares are less than
$100 and the company desires te consolidate
them, it can be done. There was an omis-
sien in the Act of 1902. a provision intendeti
te authorize the directors ef a comipany to
accept buis ef excbange and give promis-
sory notes without obtaining the authorîty
of the shareholders, or withbut the passage
of a by- law. That Act had been a long time
on the statutes, but threugh an accident it
was omitted from the Act et 1902, and this
Bill has a clause supplying thnt deficiency.

3. Nothing la this section, or In any charter
or letters patent heretofore, or hereafter lssued.
shall be deemied te prevent any company ta
which this Act applies from acting as a con-
tractor in railway, teiegraph or telephone con-
struction.

À eompany chartered for constructtbon
pnrposek3 cannot take a contract for the con-
struction of a railway, telegraph or tale-
phone. That is the effect of it.

Hon. Mr. DANDURÂND-That Is the ef-
fect of It as far as the Bill goes, but there
1s a conaiderable question as te the rlght
eontained In the provision of the law of
granting these letters patent. This clause
was more a declaratory clause than. other-
wlse, because legal opinions are net unan-
imous on that point.

The motion was agreed to.

TIIE RULES 0F THE HOUSE.

Hon. Mr. SGOTT-It will be within the
recollection et hon, gentlemen that at the
close of last session the hon. leader ef the
opposition suggested that lu order te pre-
serve better order and decorum than has
prevailed, I amn sorry te say during the ses-
sion just closing, the Speaker should lie
vested with more authority than ha pesses-
ses undar the rules as they exist. Tha hon,
gentleman suggested thiat a cemmittee should
lie struck at the beginning et the present
session fer the purpose of framîng rules
ef that charactar. Unfortuna-tely, nething
wns done. A few days before lie left here,
he made a similar suggestion, witb the hope
that at the beg'inning of naxt session, rules
would be framed te confer on the Speaker
power te preserva proper decerum lun the
Senate, practically powers pessassed by the
Speaker of the Heuse et Gemmons. The
House is separating witheut anything hav-
ing bJeen done. I would suggest that the
Speaker himself, and other bon. gentlemen,
miglit prapare suggestions and whea we
meat next year, a committee could be struck
te take these suggestions jute censideratien
and from them trame rules for our own Ob-
servance.

Hon. Mr. LANDRY-What is the clause the proposition of the bon. gentleman, and

struck eut by the Heuse et Gommons ? 1 hope nienîbers whe are net present berc
to-day will lie iiotified-at aIl events, that

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-The clause is as fol- those wbe have occupied the position ef
lews: 'Speaker in the past, Sir Alphonse Pelletier
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