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session af parliament. First, let me say somne-
thing about agriculture. The Peace River and
the Peace River block, which is that section
of the Peace River within the boundaries of
British Columbia, as well1 as other parts of
the Cariboo contain a vast extent ai the finest
agricultural land in the world. I may say
that the agrieultural production is extensive
enaiîgh ta warrant the building ai this rail-
raad and ta guarantee sufficient revenue ta
make it pay. 1 believe that the date Sir
Henry Tharnton is an record as pramising ta
huild this uine when the Peace River district
was able ta export 10,000,000 bushels of wheat
a year. That 10,000,000 bushels is now away
above 20,000,000, and it is not mere idie talk
ta say that the present production ýcauld
easily ha doubled in the near future were
farmers eneauraged ta the extent of being
provided with praper transportation facilities.

Tlien 1 want ta say a word about ranching
in the Cariboa riding-. Out in the Chilcatin
we have same oi the greatest ranching an the
North Americ-an continent. I beliex e these
ranches have almost reaehîed the limit oi their
producing eapacity unless they can secure
supplies oi fairly cheap cattie feed fram the
prairies. If they can receive sueh shipments
on a reasanable basis they could maise more
and hetter cattie than they are naw praducing.

As a matter ofi met the people ai British
Columbia raquire for their own use a great
deal ai agrieultural praduets which cauld be
supplied fram the 1>eaee River and the Peace
River block. Fram 1940 ta 1943 British
Coluîmbia impartcd $100,000,000 warth oi farm
praduets. The Peace River could have sup-
plied probably ail ai what British Columbia
required. If is quite passible that a large
pôrtian ai thaf $100,000,000 worth came from
the Peace River country, but hon. members
may be surprised ta learn thaf before Brifish
Columbia can use the produets ai its own
province tbey have ta be exported ino anather
province and then redirected ta Vancouver.
Some farmers in the Peace River block have
ta haul their produets irom 'one hundre-d ta
fwa hundred miles before thcy reach a rail-
head, and than fhey have ta ship fhem four
hundred miles ta Edmonton, sa that such
produce trayais froma eight ta twelve hunýdred
miles and stili will be no nearer ta Vancouver
than they were at the point ai shipmenf. The
resuit is that it costs about saventeen cents ta
ship a bushel ai wheat fram the Peace River
district ta Vancouver, wbereas if this lina
wera builf the wheaf could be laid down in
Vancouver at eight cents a bushel.

Farffiers have ta baul their feed grain from
far distant points ta the railway at Dawson
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Creek or to, some other point alang the line and
then send it to Vancouver, where it is trans-
shipped and reloaded an the Pacifie Great
Eastern and hauled another three hundred to
four hundred miles to Williams Lake and then
reshipped another hundred and seventy-five
miles in ta the Chilcotin in order ta bring feed
ta the ranehers in that area, whereas if it were
shipped by means ai the railway 1 suggest
dire(tly from the Pence River block ta the
Cariboo, it would be a very short hLul indeed
and a downbili run ail the way, and there
w ould be'no difficulty in the ranchers there
purchas:ing whiat they require ta augment their
feed supplies..

This Cariboo country is also rich in furs and
rich in timber, flot only timber which is manu-
factured into lumber but timbers which mnay
be used for producing newsprint, wall-board
and building paper. There are also numerous
stands of timber which cauld very well be
used in the plastie industries. WVe bave been
gix an ta undcrstand that there are great possi-
hilities i11 the future for the plastie industry,
and there is an abundance of the resaurces
required in sueh an industry in northern Brit-
ish Columbia.

Next 1 want ta spend a moment or two on
the minerai resaurces. I shahl not spend much
tima on gold beeause I imagine mast people
knoxv that thera are fine gold, mines in the
Cariboo riding in full production. Nor shahl
1 spcnd much time on same of the other
mnineraIs which seemn ta be more attractive from
the point of v'Cw o ai noneyinaking. 1 would
radier mention Ilie great coal deposit at
Hudson Hope. There is nothing an this con-
tinent ta compare in extent -and qualify, with
the possible exception of the coal deposit in
west Virginia, with that great coal depasit at
Hudson Hope. The brochure which was pre-
pared by the government ai British Columbia
points out that this coal is superiar ta Penn-
sylvania coal. Much of this coal could ha
shipped direct ta our ports on the Pacifie caast
if wva had the means ai transportation, and
it could be usad nat anly in aur locomotives
but in aur sbipping and in aur furnaces. At
the present time British Columbia bas ta im-
part a goad deai of the coal used for these
purposes. The deveiopment of aur coal re-
sources in this area would very probably lead
ta the establishment of secondary industries
ai great value. I was reading a speech made by
Mr. J. Corsbie, M.L.A. in the provincial legis-
lature oi British Columbia about two weeks
ago, in wbieh he gives what I believe to, be a
conservative estimate af the possibilities ai
a ton af coal. H1e says that a ton oi cual xxill
yield 800 feet ai gas, ten gallons ai gasoline,.


