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I could flot very well leave Canada until
the end of the debate on the address. It was
the first session of the new parlia.ment; there
had been no division; I had to make perfectly
sure that the governmant was going to remain
in office, so that I fait it advisable to wait
until after -the first division. H-owevar, hefore
leaving 1 did cali into my office the leader of
the opposition (Mr. Bracken), the leader of
the C... party (Mr. Coldwell) and the
leader of the Social Credit* party (Mr. Low)
and told them individually one of the reasons
why I was laaving at that tâme. The house
will remember that Mr. Attlee had communi-
cated with me somewhat earlier, asking me to
corne over for purposes of consultation. I had
been obliged to reply that I could flot leave
at least until the session was under way; but
this matter coming up in flhe first înonth of the
session made it important that I should not
delay my departure longer.

There was oe other reason why I want at
that partic-ular tiýme. Part of the information
secured by the police was to the effect that
a scientist who was quite high in bis -profession
and very much trusted hy the British govern-
ment; who was a citizen of Britain but was
engaged in research work in Canada; wiho had
perhaps as mnuch knowledge as anyone of
matters pertaining to the release of atoanie
enargy and researches in that connection, was
-.i-out to leave Canada; that hie had taken
passage on a plane and would ha arriving at a
certain time in London, where lia would make
contact with the agent of a foreign power.
Information of this kind cannot ba easily
trusted to telegraphiec communication. I
thought I should give to the British goverfi-
ment as full information as I could with
regard to what we had ascartainad.

I lai t for Washington, about the end of
September. I called upon the President at
the White House and had a short talk with
him before laaving for New York to catch the
ship on which I was crossing to Brit.ain. I
arrived in London on a Sunday evening and
imnmediata1y, on Mr. Attlee's invitation, spant
the avaning with hima at Chequers, where I
told himi of what had bean discovered here.
Later I had talks with Mr. Bevin, the foreign
secratary, to whom I gave such information as
I thought the British governmaent anight wish
to have. As hon. members know, I raturned
later to Washi ngton, ini company with Mr.
Attlee, where a conference took place witih the
Prasident in respect of atomie energy, ini con-
nection with which a report has already been
made. I then came hack to- Ottawa accom-
panied by Mr. Attlee and, after Mr. Attlee

returned to England, took up anew the ques-
tion into whîch I hiad hean looking so anxiously
before I want away.

Ona question that undoubtcdly presents
itself to the minds of hon. members is why
there should have been such a long delay in
disclosing this condition of affairs. Why was
the commission not appointed at an earliar
date? Well, 1 think I have inýdicatad enough
to show that it would have been a very great
and grave mistake to have takan any prema-
ture step in regard to the time at which the
investigation should take place. The last
thing this country would have wished to ha
responsible for was that in any way it had
affected the relations batween any of the united
nations in a way that might pro ve prejudicial
to ahl. Hon. members will recail that thare
was a meeting in London of the council of
foreign ministers at which the British, Amer-
jean and U.S.S.R. foraign ministers were pre-
sent. That particular meeting did not get
very far. After it was over, there wera re-,
criminations of one kind and another. I
think it would have been most unfortunate
had thase disclosures taken place while that
meeting was being held. There were other
meetings which would ha held in the near
future to consider. It was a question not only
of what was the wisest step to take, but
also of thc best time at which to take it.

In order to be perfectly sure, of an objective
view being taken of flic wholc situation,
the governiment decided to secure special
counsel and have him go over with the police
the whole record they had, and the documents
whidh were in their possession, and advise
the government as to the course which in bis
opinion it would ha best to follow. The first
question was what counsel to select. Hon.
members are now aware that the goverament
chose Mr. E. K. Williams of Winnipeg to be
couinsel to advisc the government in this
matter. Mr. Williams was made thc choice-
of the government because of his eminent
reputation in bis profession and becausa at
the time hie was presidant of thc Canadian
Bar Association. We were anxious that
whoever was chosen to advise the goveroýment
and latar on, as it provad, the commission,
would be one in whom members of the legal
profession and the country would have every
confidence. We faIt that Mr. Williams, being
president of the Canadian Bar Association,
and ocaupying such a prominent position in
the lagal profession, would ha the best person
upon whom to caîl.

A report was made by Mr. Williams, which
I hope semae tiýma later may be givan to the
public. It cannot ha givan now because it


