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feit it necessary to defend the rights I thought
were sacred to the mincrity in this country.
At the sanie tume I want to see buiit up in
Canada a national spirit and a national unity,
and that wiil flot be done by climing what
we iniglt eaIl the crumbs of rights which do
not exist and at the sanie tume ietting go our
rnost sacred, guaranteed. constitutionai rights.
We can neyer buiid up Canadian unity in that
way. I have always ciaimed, and stili dlaim,
that the Engiish speaking people of this coun-
try are wiliing to treat us as partners, even if
they have not gone so far as we have gofle sO
that they may treat us as brothers. If we
are partners we on our part must play the
game if we expect them to do so. As a citizen
of Quebec, as a Canadian of French descent
and as a nationalist, Mr. Speaker, I believe
that the St. Lawrence is a national asset in
which the people from the far west are just as
much interested as we are in the province of
Québec. 1 think the government bas a great
part ta play in savîng that national assat for
the people of Canada, and at the sanie tume
it can do a great deal for the province of
Quebec by saving that province froni the
octopus which is oontrolled by the financiers
of St. James street, Montreai.

Mr. MOTHERWELL: May I ask the h-on.
memiber for North Waterloo (Mr,. Euler) how
the Dominion of Canada can acquire this
property by purchase or otherwise without
the consent of the Quebec government? If it
can be done I amn almost disposed to agree
with my good friend to &ny ief t in the remarks
he mnade.

Mr. LAVERGNE: Lt couid be taken to the
privy counicil.

Motion agreed to and the bouse we'nt into
committee, Mr. LaVergne in the chair.
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The CHAIRMAjN: There is before the com-
miùtee the foliowing amendment:

Provided that the tax hereby imposed under
subciause (i) shall fot appiy to the materiais
enumerated in custonis tariff items 139 and
1 40, when sold in packages containing not more
than five pounds eaeh.

Mr. RHODES: I wish to withdraw that
amendmnent, -or raVher to amend it 'by eub-
etituting for the word '¶ive" the word "«ten."

-Mr. YOULNLG: WiR the minister explain the
reason for tii?

Mr. RHODES: I find that the houseixoider
ean purchase one ten pound tin at a iower -rate
per .pound than tiwo five pound tins, and it
ia for the purpose of ma.king tihe coxnzodity
cheaper to the househoider that il have in-
creased the limit fren five to ten.

,Mr. MOTHERWELL: I have not so far
said anything with regard to the sugaT duties
and 1 do not eee how I can allow this to go
by without protesting. Mfter hearing sûme of
the letters read yesterday on behaif of the
women and children of the country, and
listening to the protesta that came from. every
quarter on this side of the bouse, yes, and tihe
silent protest of the rear-guard supporting t~he
government-beoause 1 know they enter-tain
suoh proteste-f amn wondering whether the
minister is flot considering the advisability of
abandoning this tax. Befx>re I go any further
I would ask him whether he bas seriously con-
sidered this matter.

Mr. RHODES: We gave the proposai every
consideration before bringing it down. The
government is under no illusion either as te the
burden the tax imposes or es to the absolute
necessity for it. Had it not heen for the dire
need of securing mu<ch-needed. revenue the
proposai would flot have been brought down.
We simpiy mnust have the revenue, and it is
because of that ab"oute necessity that we
have brought it down. We did our consider-
ing before these proposais were introduced.

Mr.,MOTHERWELL: I take it then that
ail precautions were taken and tha.t every
thought was given the natter from every
angle before the tax was imposed. Weil, that
is ail the worse for my hon. friends; their
bio'od wil1 have to be un their own heads,
because they have brought in this tax de-
iiberateiy, and alter hearing tihe protesta that
have been made on ail sides they are flot pre-
pared to yidId one iota. They need not be
surprised then if eventa ehould prove that thia
was realiy an act of self destruction on their
part. I[f there was one bit of evidesice iacking
that this government intended to commit
political suicide that evidenoe is furnished in
tihis tax, because I cannot imagine anything;
more destructive to tihem throughout the con-
stituencies than putting into the bande of their
opponents a weapon like this to flay thezn
with-and. it wiil be ueed to the limit; inake
no mxistake about that. The government,
through the Minister ef Finance, declare their
intention of going aîhead with this tax and
they will have to take the f uli reponsibility
for it.

If I rightly understood the minister the
other day, the first attempt to impose this
tax resuited in a ioss of some $2,000,000 out
of an estimated revenue of $20,000,000. That
is not a good stavt, and when the officers of the
government, after due investigation, suggest
a loss of $2,000,000 to the treasury, you may


