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There is a difference af opinion even amang
the Liberals themselves. Ail the supporters
ai the governiment wbom I have heard ac-
ciaiming thia prosperity utteriy faau ta, point
out exactiy where it is ta be f ound. In deai-
ing with this question we find the same oid
principle af criticisma ta-day that prevailed
yesterday and that I suppoae wiil continue
forever; that is, the criticism varies according
ta the province. The Liberai apposition in
Ontario and t'he Liberai oppasition in Nova
Scotia deny that there is any prosperity. In
Nova Scotia we have a Conservative govern-
ment-a good government, a gavernment that
bas been in power for three years and in that
time bas done mare than the preceding Onit
gavernmenta did in tbirty years ta deveiap
tbe resources ai the province and to undo the
evils created by their predecessors in office.
While the Rhodes gaverniment dlaims some
littie credit far whatever proaperity mnay exist
in tbe province, the Liberais af Nova Scotia
deny that there is any auch prosperity. To
illustrate the point I arn making, I propose ta
quate twa editarials from the ieading Grit
newapaper in Nova Scotia, the Halifax Morn-
ing Chronicle. Tbe firat editoriai is from the
issue af Saturday, March 2, 1929-the day

after the Minister of Finance (Mr. Robb)
deiivered bis budget speech. It is couched
in the usuai Iaudatary termsa snd indicates
clearly that is was written before the speech
waa ever delivened. It is made up ai the
usual political genenalities that every persan
must empioy when getting the oibituany ready
bel are the corpse is caid. This is the editoniai:

The sixth budget presented ta the House ai
Carmons by the present Minister oi Finance
was like those wbich pyreceded it, a distinctiy
Liberal budget. It -was ais>o a typicai Robb
budget-in the substance ai its contenta, in its
concise and luminous presentatian oi facts, in
the clear and camprehensive analysis of the
nation-al balance Rheet, and the evidence it bore
of prudent administration and sound financing.
Mr-. Robb ia rivalling the reputation eatab-
lished by bis greait predecessor in office, Hop-
W. S. Fielding, in bis management oi the public
purse ta produce recurring surpluses fromn year
ta year.

The Minister ai Finance in bis lucid and huai-
nesalike survey ai the year'a operations was
able ta tell a glowing stary ai the rising tide
oi prasperity, ai empioyment at a high level,
ai industries busily praducing producta for
home cansumption, and for foreigu markets, oi
expanding trade with the world, ai huoyant
revenues, ai a baianced budget, ai a large sur-
plus, ai continued reduction in the national
debt, ai a decrease in the annual interest
charges. and the prospect ai sustained and
enterprising development ai the great resources
af the D)ominion whieh warranted optimism and
confidence for the future ai the country.

An hon. MEMBER: That is the atuif.

Mr-. MacDONALD (Cape Breton): Yes, it
must be very gratifying indeed to the Min-
ister of Finance. But that editorial bears
ail the earmarks of having been prepared long
before the minister introduced bis budget.
A fe'w days later, on Tuesday, Mawech 19, 1929,
the same paper contained an ediltorial on the
quiestion af prosperity claimed by the Rhodes
goverrnent. The provincial goverrament took
credit to itself for having contributed a littie
towards creating prosperity in Nova Scotia,
and the Morniing Chronicle promptly took
the governmcnt ta task in these words:

The attention of the legisiature bas been
drawn to economic conditions in Nova Scotia
ais they to-day exist. It bas been pointed out
ihat the much-talked-of prosperity, in sa far
as this province ia concernied, is confined mainly
to those centres where there has been large
spending of public moneys, or where certain
subventions have been granted to certain indus-
tries. In other words it has been stimulated
by artificial meana.

There la no 'tendency anywhere ta discount
these aids, but it is another matter altagether
on -the strength of these to aasert that those
engaged in the basic industries and dependent
entireiy on their own efforts for succesa are
at the flood-tide of prosperi.ty. The country
knows ýthis is simply not truc. One member
stated that fifty per cent af -the f arma were
going behind, twenty-five per cent were stand-
ing stili, while the remaining twenty-five per
cent were making r--_ ecause of their
better location.

Naw I ask aeriously, is this country prasper-
oua? la this atatement about the rising tide
ai prosperity justified? I have liatened with
interest while hon. members on the opposite
aide have quoted atatîstica ta show aur steady
growth af importa and exporta; I have lis-
tened carefully while they quoted the glowing
annual statements of aur chartered baniks and
ather finanejai inatitutions; I have also noted
the impressive figures they preaented ta, the
house dealing with car loadinga and railway
carninga. Ail thia is probabiy true. The im-
porta and exporta may be at a figure hitherta
neyer reached; the banik clearinga may be
albove ail previaus records; car loadings and
ail ather evidences may he there. And yet I
venture ta say that seven or eight out of
every ten men in this cauntry are paorer ta-
day than they were tweive montha ago. I wili
illuatrate that by an actual happening in my
awn caunty. We have there the leading in-
dustry in eaatern Canada. The Dominion Iran
and Steel Campany, formed some thirty odd
years ago thraugh the assistance of the
Liberai gavernment here, has fallen upon evil
days on account ai the actions ai the present
government. Up ta 1921 and 1922 this in-
dustry was able ta get along. Since that time
this government lias been stripping it item by


