
4212 GOMMONS
Supply-Hudson Bay Railway

in condition for o.perating as a main line
railway would cost W6,000 a mile. Am- I
putting the figure at an excessive amount
wben 1 say that it would cost $4,000.000 to
complete the remaining 92 miles of railway
and provide the railway terminal facilities
necessary to take care of the traffic? And
that does flot provide one single dollar for
rolling stock.

Now my time is limited', and I do not wish
to detain the flouse unduly. The minister,
speaking this afternoon with regard to the
question of rolling stock, quoted the director
of economics of the Canadian National Rail-
ways as to whether it would cost more to
put a complete organization on to the Hud-
son Bay railway, a distance of 420 odd miles
in lengbb to handle the grain traffie for two
montbs, than it would to adkl the addlitional
train crews and engine crews necessary to
operate the roart of the line they are already
opcrating. I venture to suggest that if the
director of economics pilacedl bis opinion
against that of the vice president and general
manager of the ýCanadian National Railways
they would say to him that it would cost 75
per cen *t more to create that organization
and place it on the Hudson Bay railway to

handie the same traffic that they
10 p.m. would! handle with addýtional

train crews and engine crews-
and that is practically all tbey require on
a wheat route-on the Unes tbiey are aiready
opcrating Past of the point where they woul'd
branch off to go to Hudson bay.

Then as to rolling stock. Surely the min-
ister or the dirertor of economics of the Can-
adian Nationa:l Railways droes not ask the
flouse or the ýCanadian people to take their
word at par. They say they can operate
these 420 miles of railway and~ thirty or forty
million bushels of wbeat in a couple of
months witbout any additional rolling stock.
How are they going to do it?

Mr. MILLAR: Does any raillway deliver
alI the grain fn any terminal in two months
and is not the wheat drawn ail the year
round?

Mr. NICHOLSON: I arn simply taking the
word of the minister himself when he used
the period of two months and said a 4,000,-
000 bushel elevator was an extravagant
estimate as to the elevator capacity required.
If there is only going to be 4,000,000 bushel
elevator capacity how is the grain going to
be stored?

Mr. DUNNING: My hon. friend is not
quoting me correctly; he must not say that.

Mr. NICHOLSON: Then -there is another
point. Would tbc western grain men care

[Mr. Nicholson.]

to lock up 100,000,000 bushels of wheat at Port
Nelson after navigation closes with the cer-
tain knowledge that tbey could not get it out
of there again until navigation opens the
next August or September? Would you sup-
pose they would do it? It is not an economie
possihility. It is not necessary for one to
know anything about the grain trade in order
to undcrstand thoroughly that that cannot be
donc in connection with any commercial
commodity whatever.

Mr. DUNNING: It does not need to he
done.

Mr. NICHOLSON: No need of it?
Mr. DUNNING: No need of its being

done.

Mr. NICHOLÀSON: If there is no need of
doing it, what follows? If you are going to
store it at Port Nelson, the minister stated
that the grain trafflc* begins about the first
of September, so that you must get the
wheat to Port Nelson and away froma there
between the first of Se.ptember and the close
of navigation, whicb will be between October
l5th and November lst, according to the
nost optimistic reports we have received.

That means that traffic must be moved, in
approximately two montbs. Eitber the grain
is moved in two montbs or we store it at
Port Nelson. Are you going to bandle the
grain ail the year round or not move it out?
Perhaps you are going to take it out on
skis.

Mr. DUNNING: We will do exactiy as
we do nowv with respect to other terminaIs.
We will move out what we can during the
period of navigation and we will not move
any more until the next period of navigation.

Mr. NICHOLSON: Again let me say that
it is not necessary to be a wheat expert to
know what is being done. The grain moves
to tbe head of the lakes and is moved out
from there until about the 20th December and
sometimes until the end of December of cach
year. Then the elevators are fllled exceptir.g
wbat is moved 'by the ahl-rail route. But the
grain is ýavailable just the moment that navigýa-
tion opens on the lakes. As a matter of fact
it bas 'been available for more than a month
now at the head of lake Superior and it is
movring eastward ail the time. It is available
for aIl-rail movement if that is required.

Mr. MANION: It has been available for
two months.

Mr. NICHOLSON: My hon. friend re-
minds me that it bas been avail-able for two
months. 'May I just digress for a moment in


