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anyth4ng in the publie press tending to
indieit~e that weý a»r reoeiving aimilar re-
duetions in th>is counîtry. There ma~y have
been a di-op in the pijice of soinme articles, I
do not pose as an authority on, the matter,
but altihough I have J~ollo'wed the Oanadian
press very closely I have not notioed that
msiteri-al reductkios in the prices of !ni-
portant emmodities have taken place in
Canada, but rather the centrary. In view
of all these oircumestances I suggeat to -the
Govenment that if food pries continue
high in this cou "t while -they amr getting
lower on the other side of the international
boundaxy line, and promise te be even lower
yet, it eau very properly take the -duty o0f
artiieles upon 'which a duty ia exaoted. It
can very properly say'to the vendors ol such
articles iCanada "If you do ýnot give the
people on this aide the eamne opportunities
of living that the people on -the other aide
under similar conditions, are einjoYing, v'e
are not going te mainitain any Ohinese wall
to protect you'akainst cempetition fro -n the
country te -the south. I think, 'Sir, that
if the Governaient will do thié it will be a
very proper step te take. Net oniy should
the Goverrument avail itself o! the services
of the Board o! Commerce to keep do'wn
the high cost o! living, but it sheuld alse
put an end to the present protection te pro-
duem of this country who refuse te concede
te the Canadian people the saine oppor-
tunities whi-ch are gramted to. people in
other parts o! the world.

Our legislation directed against the high
cost o! living is, if I understand correctly,
of earlier enactirient than similar legislation
ini the United States. Yet V'ery substantial
results therefrom have accrued to the peo-
pie in the United States, whereas in 'this
co.untry we have as yet received no benefit
whatever from the' Board o! Comimerce
which. bas been created.

The hon. gentleman (M't. Mclntosh) spoke
in eomplimentary termas of the leader of
the. Governaient in sec6nding the Address
i 'reply to the speech fromi the Throne.
While desirous o! paying the Prime Minis-
ter every compliment to which bis personal-
ity and individuality entitles him, stili
if 1 id him lacking in the disobarge
of bis high duties I, should be false
to the position I occupy if I did not
bring that fact as vigorously as possi-
ble, to the notice of the people generally.
The hon. gentleman bas etated -that the lab-
ouring claffses of Canada should have greait
confidence in the Prime Minister because of
the latter having been se closely identified
with the drafting of tbe provisions of the

Peace Treaty with respect to labour. I
would like to point out that last sessionl
when we were urging upon the Government
the necessity of establishing an eight-hoiir
day we were told by the representativeq
of the Cabinet that this Parliamient liatI
no power to pasa such legisiation. One
would suppose, ordinarîiy speaking, that
the representatives of the Canadian people
sitting in Ottawa would be as closely iden-
tified with the proposai for the establish-
ment of an eight-hour day as the Peace
Conference sitting in France. But while
the Prime Minister and the Acting Miis->
ter of Justice, occupying their places on
the Treasury benches here, told us that the
Government were absolutely tjed hand -1,id
foot, and could do nothing tovvards reg-
Iating the hours of labour through fedinral
legisiation, nevertheless the leader of the
Government and his colleagues the Minis-
ter of Justice and the Minister of Tri.de
and Commerce, sitting in France, away froin
the jurisdiction o! the Cariadian Parliameiit,
experienced absolutely no difficulty in for-
mulating resolutions with respect to thi s
subject and submitting them to the Peace
Conference for approval. This is proce-
dure of a somewhat- extraordinary character,
but it is quite in lina with other actions of
the Government. The niembers of the Cab-
ient are splendid as theorists, they are fine
speakers and good orators, but when it
comes to enacting practical legislation they
are absolutely at a loss and do not seem to
know what to do. It would be very much
more consoling to the man who has to don
bis habiliments before daylight in the morn-
ing and who returns to his little family
alter dark each evening, if this Govern-
ment would take the necessary action to
redude his hours of labour and afford him
more opportunity for recreation and sleep
than hie now enjoys, thaii to find that high.
souniding conditions have been embodied in
the Peace Treaty which cannot by any pos-
sibility be impleinented into concreté legis-
lation if the information given to us by the
]aw officers o! the Government is correct.
Notwithstanding this, we are told by the
seconder of the Address (Mr. Mclntosh) that
the Prime Minister's action with respect te,
labour niatters as deait witb in the Peace
Treaty should inspire the labour men o!
Canada with confidence in the Government.
Let mie remind the Prime Minister and those
o! bis colleagues who accompànied him to
Paris that when they were formulating the
resolutions referred to and getting them in-
serted in- the Peace Treaty, another very


