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Mr. BAKBR:(Victoria). And British Cohitabia?

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. #And in British Colum-!
bia? Thereis & very large area there which, to a wery;
considerable exfent, as'thé hon. gentleman 1pf'65iiﬁl' knows,!
has been to she présent (itne a blank, and I be‘ﬁéﬂ the;
American staff kave been commanicating with the Depart-|
ment Liere as'to the desirability of extending their stations.;

‘Whiat lias been done in that difection, if anything?

Mr. MoLELAN. Mr. Gordon visited the North-West
«during last season and made #rrangements for the opening
of & large muinber of stations at various ipoints &long the!
‘Canadidn Pacific Railway,-and at -other peints with which’
there is telegraphic communication, and he has also made a
recommendatidn that there should be storm:signal stations
provided for Lake Superior in connection with the stations
he proposes to open-—some -are 'already opened—in the
North-West, at Rat Portage, Calgary, Princo Albert, Battle-
ford, Touchwood, Rogina, -and some othor points. Ho
proposes to open suffivient stations, and these will be in
communication $o a8 to servestorm-signal stations for Lake
Superior during the coming year, and they will be in
operation in time for the opening of navigation,

Bir RICHARD'CARTWRIGHT. 'Has the hon.gontleman
3 -sappose ke has tét—any means of ‘communication with
‘axfy station on Hudson Bay,'as yet ?

Mr. McLELAN, Noj; not yet.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. How far north is the
furthest metedrological station we possess ?

Mr. McLELAN, I am not prepared togive the furthest
ono rorth,

Mr. BAKER (Vidtoria). Ishould like to ask the hon. the]
Minister of Murine and Fisheries if he would Tot take into
seriotis considuration the establishitent of'some metéorolo-

ical station in British Columbia. Tt is very far west, and

see here thiere are observatories at Toronto, Kingston and
Montreal, all of them comparstively cloge together. ‘Surely
the results obtained must be very, very similar., Now, west
of the Rocky Mountains, I think it would be very interesting
1o scientists geverally, and certainly to the Department of
Marine and Fisheries, if'some meteorological obaervations
were taken in British Columbia. A small vote, say of $300,
I think, would-sccomplish a good deal, and if the ‘hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries feels inclined to go $500
better, it will ndt be despised, but I think a smallsum -would
be well spent in the prosecution of those observations,

Mr. McCLELAN. The subject will be considered.
Mr. BLAKE. They do not blow at all eut there.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD, They can raise the wind;

there without it.
BTRAMBOAT INSPECTION.

162. To provide for expenses of Steamboat In- |
'lp;'ction ........ o eesossnt snarvece rearersessenase s $25,000 U0

M. DAVIKS. I want again to call the Minister’s a‘ten-¢
tion to thre mecessity of appointing an inspeotor ‘in Prince:
Eitward Fstand. The hon. gentleman knows that this very
‘winter there ‘are at least three steamboats now needing:
Jarge ‘and heavy repairs, and I see by the return he has:
brought down that ¥r. Coker practically acknowledges that-
his state of hiealth was not such as would enable him to go
to the Island, and he produces a certificate from his doctor,:
Baying # was more than his life was worth. 1do not blame-
him ayvsll. 1 knmow the passage across to that Island
is a ‘'very wmrduous and dengerous passage 'm winter.
But ¢He kon. ‘Minister knows that ‘the steamboats must be
vepaired during the winter. Thereican be no satisfactory
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| repaired, xil how s ‘it ‘being done? The Stemribost Tn.

ector sifaply has to ‘relegate ‘his duties to momeone ‘slve
th he has‘selested. I have no dottbt, from the nemes df
those whom bhe has selected, that they arevery. nteh, 'ih
‘whom 1, at lesst, lave confidence; {uh still the ‘public at
large have not.got that security which they ought 4o have
in this respect. The boats are tot being -inspested by's

{|' man who is emenable to the Department and respousible for

his inspection ; they are being inspscted by men who :are
good cnough in themnselves, but who are not responsible in
tho sense of having & position to maintein, snd in the sense
of being directly respongible to the Minister for their work.
Now, ‘that state of things will recur more or less every
winter, and it cannot be a matter of much ‘moment to the
Department for Mr. Coker to possess this #s part of his
fiold. The interests of the public will ‘be better :subserved if
one inspeotor is appointed for the Tsland. The reason is
that the Island is separate from the muminland, and the
inspector acknowledges that he cannot get there, and he
hias not been able to got there this winter. The boa‘s are
now being repaired, not by 8 Government inspector, but by
some gentleman to whom he has relegated bis daty.

Mr. McLELAN. The appointment of an itispector for
the Island will depend very much on the amount of work
that is to'be done on the Island. Under the present-drrange-
mont, the Lloyds have their official inspector there and the
owners have him in charge of their boats. Mr. Coker is
perfectly satisfled with the inspection that is being done By
the official inspector of Lloyds.

Mr, DAVIES. The hon. gentleman knows the number of
boats on the Island. There are threo boats carrying ‘pas.
sengers and freight from the mainland to the Island, and
‘he knows these boats must be inspected every winter:; ke
knows the gontleman to whom he has referred is 88 com.
petent & man as is to be found in the Dominion,

Mr. MoLELAN. These two 'boats are undergoing repeirs,
‘and the repairs made this winter will serve tor'a number of
yesars.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. I observe the total
amount of fees received last year was about 812,000, and
that the total expenditurc was $16,000. Now, under theee
circumstances, tho hon. Mivister ought to give rome exph.
nation of the necessity, which does not appear at first sight,
for the increase of $4,000 in expenditure. So far as the
Public Aocounts show there seems to be no necessity what-

4 ever for this increase of 83,000, nor did the Minister, in
)} bringing down the vote, state any facts warranting him in
i demanding $3,000 more.

Mr.MocLEELAN, The votolast year did not meetthe whole
‘expenditure, If the hon, gentleman willlook at the returns,
for a fow yenrs hé ‘will ind there is still to the‘credit of ‘this

| fund'a very ‘considerable sum, and thet daring the period

~—I forget how many years-~the fees ‘for mspection were

Jreduced because the receipts were larger than the expendi-

ture. But, during the past year additional inspectors were

'gppointed, and the number this year is-still larger than it

'was Iast 'year. -Additional inepectors had to be mppoitited
ery latoly, in ortler to overteke all the Wwork, owiug to the
ificrease] ‘number of hoats and the increase in the work of
inspécting hufls, machinery and boilers. 8houldthesum at
the credit of this fund bo exhausted, it will be necessary to
increare the fees for imspretion, and to make the receipts
equul the expenditure.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Where are these addi-
tional inspectors to be placed? And are they already
appointed 7

Mr, MoLELAN. We have inepectors at8t. John, Quebec,
Montre.), Ottawa, Kingston, Toronto, Manitoba and British

¥opairs-dorie in threauamner:atall, Thebosts aremow being ‘Golumbia.



