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bill purports to amend the Criminal Code by deleting subsection (2) of
section 655 and also section 656. This subsection and section give the Governor
in Council certain statutory powers with regard to pardon and commutation
of sentence which, according to the terms of section 658 of the Code, do not
affect in any manner Her Majesty's royal prerogative of mercy. If, as stated
in the Code, subsection (2) of section 655, and section 656 do not in any mariner
affect lier Majesty's royal prerogative of mercy, I have difficulty in coming
to the conclusion that amending them or deleting them would affect such
royal prerogative.

Section 658 of the Criminal Code reads as follows: "658. Nothing in this
Act in any mariner limits or affects Her Majesty's royal prerogative of mercy".

In my opinion, it is reasonable to conclude that the provisions of this
section are not affected in any way by the honourable Member's Bill.

In other words, the Crown's prerogative of mercy is not affected but only
the exercise of the statutory powers of the Governor in Council.

Taking that into consideration and also the fact that it is the passing
of a bill rather than the introduction thereof which would constitute an
infringement of the royal prerogative, I thînk I should corne to the conclusion
to permit the motion for leave to introduce such a bill and to let the House
decide by their vote if such a motion should be adopted.

Whereupon Mr. Choquette, seconded by Mr. Caron, moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-168, An Act to amcnd the Criminal Code (Repeal of Power
to Commute a Sentence of Death);

And the question being put on the said motion, it was agreed to, on the
following division:
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