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The Report of the British Columbia-Yukon-Alaska
Highway Commission was tabled today in the House of Coþmons
by the Prime, Miniter. This Commission Was appointed by
Order-in-Counbil of December 22nd, 1938; it was instructed
to enquire into the engineering, economic, financial and
other aspects of a prioposed highway to connect the Pacific
Northwest of the United States with Alaska by way of
British Columbia and the Yukon.

This pro ject had been under consideration by various
Official and unofficial bodies in Canada and the United
States for some twelve years or more, and reports had been
made by a United States Commission in 193b and by a Canadian
Inter-departmental Commit te in 1938. This. latter report was
not published. In 1938 representations were made to the
Canadian Government by the Government of the United States
with regard to the desirability of providing for the construc-

tion of such a highway, and the Canadian Government was in-
formed that the President of the United States had appointed a
Commission of five members "to cooperate and communicate dir-
ectlY with any similar agency which may be appointed in the

Dominion of Canada in a study for the survey, location and

construction of a highway to connect the Pacific Northwest

Part of continental United States with British Columbia and
the Yukon Territory in the Dominion of Canada and the Terri-

tory of Alaska".

In the spirit of these instructions to the United States
Commission by the President, the Canadian Commission, which
also consisted of five members, was instructed by the Oanad-
iani Government "tùo meet for the purpose of discussion and

exchange of information with the United States Commission

aaPointed fàr that purpose".

The Canadian Commission, which consists of the Eon.
Charles Stewart, Major General Thomas L. Tremblay, Mr, J. m.
Wïardle of the Department of Mines and Resources, Mr. Arthur
D12COn of the Department of Public Wïork of Br:tisah Columbia,
and Mr. J. Wf. Spencer of Yictoriat with Mr. Stewart as Chair-

man, held a series of public hearings in British Columbia
and the Yukon in the- summer of 1939, adunderthe dir00-

iÏon, rec onnaissance surveys wone care ou b "" Dmnon
and Provincial engineers , both y air and on th gron.

The substance of these hearings and surveys was comm-
unicated to the Government in a Praeliminary Report In April,
1940- The Commission at that time felt that fuirther ground
work by engineers would be necessary before it would be in a
Position to gLve a reasoned opinidn :on the respective merits
ofdifferent routes that had been proposed for a highway.

TheSe additional surveys were carried outin the summer of
1940 and when the reports of the engineers had beenreceived
the Commission proces de d t o consider anddigest all the
T-'ailable information. It alsoy it accordance with the in-
'ýtrctÎns of the Order-in-Council, held meetings from time

tOtme with the members of the United States Commiesion,
and diScussed with them various problems Urising out of
their respective investigations.

The Commission, havIng completed its investigations and


