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will be in southern GeflifY on our présent air division

bases atLahr aud Baden Solingen, and will b. interim

forces for the. next three years. They wilI use present

equipment and wil1 have a counbined total strength of

approximately 5,000 personnel. The Suprani. Allied

Commander Europe ha assured me that this provides

a structure that wl1 allow Canadiati forces to continue~

to fulfillin Europe a meaalmgful thoi1gi reduced role.

The. land force will be a mechauized battle group

of approximately 2,800 personnel wlth an operational

role i the Central Army Gioup area. The air eleaient

will be ea group of three squadrons of CF-104s, oee

in the reconnaissance and two in the strike role.

The. air group wil1 remain under operational command

of the 4th Allled Tactical Air Force. The brigade iu

Gerniany wlll drop the. Honest John miclear role wb.n

it lu reconfigured next year and the. suclear strike

role for the. air element will continue only until

januar 1972.
As I said, tbpse are interim forces. For the. post-

1972 perlodwe planto equiIp aland element ini Europe,

of approiiately the. sanie size as the interini group,

as a light "airmobile" force and to convert the air

element to a conventions lly-armid grouud support or

reconnaissanice role.
We siiall continue to retaiti tihe coaiitlehit to

portable brigade group te reinforce the N4ATO nortiieru

flaai% ini an emergencv. This brigade group will contain

the. battalioti gtoup wiiich is on standby i Canada au

ani "airportable" force for the. Aliied Coçunand7-

Europe Mobile Force (Land). Our ainilar comtnitnient

of a btaingroiup te NATO's soutiiern Ilank will

b. discontaned in 1970.


