levels and related conventional armaments if
the Soviet side would agree to negotiate on
the nuclear disarmament measures in stages
one and two of the Western plan.

"Ve believe this is a practical way to get
things moving, and, if package deals of that
kind could be made in several instances, the
first thing we would know there would be a
worth-while disarmament agreement.

"Then we also suggested that when the
Disarmament Committee meets again there should
be certain informal of f-the-record meetings of
the negotiators. To date, they have been
having formal meetings, records are kept, and
then, after a matter of a few weeks, the whole
record is published, which means, as 1 am sure
all Parliamentarians will understand, that
is a great deal of talking for the record. We
think it would be very useful if the negoti-
ators could get into a huddle from time to
time and really try to work out something
among themselves. We do not say there should
be no more formal meetings, but we think a
mixture of formal and informal meetings would
be very beneficial. Ve hope there will be
recommendations of this kind made by the sum-
mit to the ten-member Committee.

"Our suggestions were received very well by
the other Western foreign ministers and also
when the NATO Council met, they were favourab-
ly received in the deliberations of that Coun-

cil.
COUNCIL MEETING

"Then a ‘word or two with regard to the NATO
Council meeting. It was concerned primarily
with preparations for the summit. Most of the
t ime was spent in discussing what the three
Western heads of government should propose at
the summit meeting. There had been three work-
ing groups set up - one on disarmament, of
which of course Canada was a member, another
on Germany and Berlin, of which Germany was a
member in addition to the United Kingdom, the
United States and France, and also one on
Fast-West relations, which was composed of
representatives of the United Kingdom, the
United States and France and also one repre-
sentative from the NATO Council.

"The Council endorsed the report which the
Disarmament Working Group had submitted and
affirmed 'it7in the following words:

“The alliance shares the aim of general and
complete disarmament to be achieved by stages
under effective international control, and
supports the proposals of the Western negoti-
ators at Geneva to this end.’

"The Council also made reference to the
importance of tying in the United Nations with
the work of this Disarmament Committee. The
Council asserted their view that these propos-
als provided the best means of carrying out
the United Nations resolutions of November 20,
1959, and also regretted the unwillingness
which the Soviet side had shown to discuss
specific practical measures of disarmament.

(C.W.B., May 18, 1960)

#Canada throughout has been very insistent
that the United Nations should be kept in-this
picture. We regard ourselves as speaking on
that Committee for the various middle and
smaller powers who are members of the United
Nations, and, as this world body has the final
responsibility for disarmament, we think it is
of the greatest importance that it should be
kept right in the picture. The Secretary Gen-
eral of the United Nations, Mr. Hammarskjold,
spoke to the Disarmament Committee at the last
meeting they held, I believe, before recessing
at the end of April.

"On the question of Germany and Berlin,
there was a general endorsation of the ap-
proach which the three plan to use at the sum-
mit, and general agreement that it should be
left to the discretion of the three how best
to present the Western position in the light
of developments at the ‘summit. The NATO Coun-
cil reaffirmed publicly its view that the
solution of the problem of Germany can only be
found in reunification on the basis of self-
determination, recalled its declaration ©
December 16, 1958, and ‘once ‘again expresse
its determination to protect the freedom o
the people of West Berlin.

EAST-WEST RELATIONS

"The third broad group of subjects dealt
with was East-West relations. This, of course:
covers quite a wide area, including exchange®
of contacts in cultural and information field®
and the possibility of discussing trade, ai
and other economic questions with the Soviet
at the summit. There was also discussion ©
the concept of détente, which has become such
a_popular work---meaning a relaxation of ter”
sion, I think--and also the question of peac€’
ful co-existence. The conclusions reache
included these, that the NATO members desire 2
true international détente, by which they mea”
peaceful co-operation among all states, not
merely an absence of hostilities. Then they
added a condition. A condition of détente 38
that it must be applicable to all areas of t
Yorld, that peaceful co-existence is unsat”
isfactory if ynder its cover the Soviet Union |
continues to engage in propaganda attacks of
individual members. There would appear to be
a détente in so far as Canada is concerned and
the United Kingdom, the United States, Franc®
and so on, but evidently the situation i8
little different in the case of West Ge rman)
and Creece, for example. They are being s
J?cted to propaganda and pressures of variov?
kinds, and the Council did decide that a &
tente should be indivisible; in other words?
it should apply to all the nations.

"Canada supported the idea that the West -
should go to the summit prepared to discuss *
general terms with the Soviet Union prob v
of trade. We also expressed in the NATO Coun”
cil an interest in having a general diSCUSsion
at thg summit on the problem of limiting (o
traffic in arms through international report’

(Continued on P. :




