
He defined NOOs as having seven characteristios, specifically they have to be:
1 . formai
2. non-governmental
3. nou-profit-distributing
4. self-governing
5. voluntary
6. nonpolitical
7. non-religions.

In China, there are two kinds of organisations with the above characteristics: social

organisations and private non-enterprise units. The formner are formed by citizens voluntarily and

only serve their members (there are 165 000 social organisations in China today). The later are

formed by companies and non-business units, social organisations and others with non-state

funds and work for the public interest (there are 700 000 private non-enterprise units). These

NGOs are active in every sphere of China's economic and social life. A further difference should

be made between "top-down" and "bottom-up" NGOs. The former are&organised, fimded, and

controlled by the state. Meanwhile, the later are organised by non-goverumental forces and

generally can not get special support from the government. As a result they are more autonomous

than the top-down NGOs and keep a dloser relationship with ordinary citizens. They gain their

resources fromn citizens or international NGOs.


