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ARTICLE 2

1. The States Parties to this Convention recognize that the illicit import, export
and transfer of ownership of cultural property is one of the main causes of the
impoverishment of the cultural heritage of the countries of origin of such property
and that international co-operation constitutes one of the most efficient means of
protecting each country’s cultural property against all the dangers resulting there-
from.

2. To this end, the States Parties undertake to oppose such practices with the
means at their disposal, and particularly by removing their causes, putting a stop to
current practices, and by helping to make the necessary reparations.

ARTICLE 3

The import, export or transfer of ownership of cultural property effected con-
trary to the provisions adopted under this Convention by the States Parties thereto,
shall be illicit.

ARTICLE 4

The States Parties to this Convention recognize that for the purpose of the Con-
vention property which belongs to the following categories forms part of the cultural
heritage of each State:

(a) Cultural property created by the individual or collective genius of nationals
of the State concerned, and cultural property of importance to the State
concerned created within the territory of that State by foreign nationals or
stateless persons resident within such territory;

(b) cultural property found within the national territory;

(c) cultural property acquired by archaeological, ethnological or natural
science missions, with the consent of the competent authorities of the coun-
try of origin of such property;

(d) cultural property which has been the subject of a freely agreed exchange;

(e) cultural property received as a gift or purchased legally with the consent of
the competent authorities of the country of origin of such property.

ARTICLE 5

To ensure the protection of their cultural property against illicit import, export
and transfer of ownership, the States Parties to this Convention undertake, as appro-
priate for each country, to set up within their territories one or more national ser-
vices, where such services do not already exist, for the protection of the cultural her-
itage, with a qualified staff sufficient in number for the effective carrying out of the
following functions:

(a) Contributing to the formation of draft laws and regulations designed to
secure the protection of the cultural heritage and particularly prevention of
the illicit import, export and transfer of ownership of important cultural
property;




