
are, they tend to, be non-specif ic and manuf actured with U.8S. or
other technology f rom abroad, by subsidiaries of f oreign
compan as.

4. END USERS

Scientif ic and industrial laboratory instruments and equipment
are used in a very wide range of industries. Based on trade
interviews, the largeet user sectors were id.ntified and are
summarily described below (2).

The. qoverruuent is the number one buyer o>f instruments and
laboratory eguipment in Mexico if its state-owned companies and
universities and research centers are included.

- mhe National Council for Science and Technology (CONACYT)
promotes, directs and coordinates the. scientific programs of
the <country, it supervises the. developisent of soientists
through recruitment and sciiolarshipa, assigna new projects ta
the. appropriate institution for investigation and study and
controls resaurces dedicated ta research. The budget assigned
to science and technology r.presented 2.13% af the total
federal budget and 0.38% of total GDP in 1992. Total
resources assigned by the federal government to promote
science and tcnology has been increasing year ta y.ar ini the
past decade, fra, an eguivalent of $836 million in 1980 ta
$1.195 million in 1992, an increase- af 24.7% as ompared ta


