
Nissan plans ta expand production and overtake Chrysier as
mexico's top auto assembler. Nissan'se long term strateqy is to
supply Central and South America f ron its Mexico-based, operations
and ta expand its exporta ta, the. U.S. Nissan presently builds the.
Smyrna, tennesace assambly plant vith 6,000 1.5 litre engines a
montii and has introduced. a new 2.4 1. engine for export ta Japan.
Nissan plans ta build tva plants ini Aguascalientes, one for body
stamping and thie other for motor assembly. The plant viii have an
estimated capacity of 200,000 vebicles per year by 1994 or 1995.
It is estimated ta cast $2. billion and viii be concentrated in
the production of .a nev Stanza clans passenger car beginning in
1993.

Honda in currently only producing motorcycles in Guadalaj ara but
is considering investing in auto assembly facilities. Nercedes
Eenz purciiased most of the shares of Fàbrica de Autotransporte.s
Mexicanos <FAjISA) in 1991 and continued ta manufacture trucks and
buses vitii a different lino. It viii start assembling "gkit" cars
in Mexico (300/year) in order ta gain accoss ta the local market
and serve as an export base f or the. rest of Latin America. Over
the next 5 yeers, Mercedes wiii also invest more than $146
million to increase truck production from 700 ta 1500 a year and
ta produce 1500 buses.
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