-,

bc secmmgly non-mtcllcctual but thc mampulatton of thcm on thc surfacc of
-‘the canvas isdirected by akeen visual mind. . ‘

- Meredith has remained a loner. In the days when Isaacs Allstars made the
ncarby Pilot Tavern the scene of endless talk and argumcnt -about art, Meredith
tontxnucd to live in. Brampton, staying there till 1964 He now lives completely

" s an artist, making his home in his’ studro, a large single room over a store on .

“Toronto’s Spadina Avcnuc, near the garment district. Quiet and shy, hesitant in
art:culatrng his ideas, he has never taught and never been active in the art

associations that contmually mushroom. Although he lives a relatively 1solatcd" |
life; Meredith has no sense of | rejection, having built up over the past eight ygars'

-a loyal followrng of people who havc.consrstcntly apprccratcd and purchased his
“work. He sées this rather lonely life style and his smglcmrndcd ness as accidental

and not self-imposed, Asked about the futu.rc, hc says in hrs gentlc way that hc Is

quxtc content with things as they are,

He docs, howcvcr, talk.about possrblc changcs in stylc, towards a morc open :

and frcc composmonal structure. This is cvrdﬁnt in comparmg Untitled, 1971
(il p. 152) 10 Seeker (111 P 150), whrch was pamtcd in 1966, '

Thc current trcnd towards amstrc and mtcllcctual natronahsm docsn t mtcrcst :

]ohn ‘Meredith, pcrhaps ‘because - hc is a umversal rathcr than a natronal
“or inter natronal painter; hrs work is - as acccssrblc to a Laplandcr as, to a

Vancouvcn te.

‘ Convcrscly, however, he feels that natlonal cnvrronmcnt has had a part in
shapmg his work, though he is tnable to cxplam 1t furthcr than that. He s;mply'

- believes that'he would be a different kind’ of artrst, in some’ undcﬁncd way, rf he

hvcd in Francc rather thanin Canada

Iohn Merédith continues to be one of this oountry s most mtngumg and ndro- .
syncratrc young" pamtcrs, art critics-and ‘writers, from all over the. world are
g mvarxably forced.to turn in on’ thc work itself, lcavrng both thcm and thc artist’ "

to wondcr whatit’s all about. o 3 '




