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L.iodez3ia might precipîtate a unj.lateral declaration of independence

thmre, whlch ail Commonwealth member governments naturally winh to

avoid. Such a unilateral declaration of independence would ufdoubtcdly

c rente a great deal of trouble throughOut Africa, and particulariy

for th~e people of Southen Rhodesit white and black. It could lead

to the eotablIshment of an African Government in exile, which miany

countrios mihtrgie , adtcommercial, and financial and other

difficulties of very serlous order. it would probably lead to a

Unlited Nations demand for the imposition of sanctions.

As against thie consideration that talk in Ijondon might

Precipitate rash action ini Ehodeeia, however, was the .opposite ")ne

~that frank discussi on of the subjeot by the heado of 'Commonwealth

9OvernToents, and'a firM expressionl of their views in the' Public

0flmuniqu6, mlght serve to deter etich an illegal anid uxiconstitutionla

Uýilateral act, by ma]cing the dire coneecOes lcnowïï ini advance ta

tePublic of the terrîtoIrY. Moreover, if the Comnonwealth meeting

tailed to discuse a matter of Buch fax'-reach±T1g importance, and of

8uch understandable and justifi- able ooncern 
ta Commonwealth membero,

'ncluding particularly of courue the ..Africal members, 
then serious

dOubt would inevita .bl y be - agt eon -the value o! polit ical consultation

at ComnUowealth meetings, anid the associatiafl ite! would inevitably

beweakend rather th&!i etrengthefledo The wholS issue gained addeê

poinIt from .the fact that ini Britain and several other countries,

erleleotions were in the offing at thetieazdttseel

Of the heade o! governmeflt present planned to attend an African

eln'it Meeting in Cairo shortly after the ComiorNvealth Meeting.
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