
At the opening of the tenth session of the General Assembly two e-
traneous factors helped to shape the attitudes of the majority of delegations.
One was the heralded "spirit of Geneva" proceeding froma the meeting of
Heads of Government ini July 1955; the other was the impending meeting
of the Foreign Ministers, who were to meet about half-way through the timne-
table of the tenth session. The first factor stimulated. a strong hope that the
tenth session would be a true turning-point ini the struggle to achieve the aims
and purposes of the United Nations Charter; the second provoked a tendency
to hold in suspense the Assembly's discussion of the controversial subjects on
its agenda. The desire of delegations seemed to be to keep alive the "Geneva
spirit" as long as they could, and, li order to do this, delegations were pre-
pared to postpone potentially acrimonlous debates until after the Foreign
Ministers had had a chance to discuss in detail the directives issued xi July
by the Heads of Governinent. Therefore, statements in the opening general
debate were embroidered with references to the improved international situa-
tion. These speeches were, on the whole, condiliatory in tone and in many
cases overly optimistic. An appeal was made to ail spolcesmen to moderate
the advocacy of their causes, and except for some strident notes towards the
end of the session, the avoidance of extreme propaganda by spokesmen for
the two main camps was noticeable-a significant and welcome change from
previous sessions.

0f course this trend was more evident before, rather than after, the
Foreign Ministers' meeting in November 1955 at which no agreement was
reached by thema on the two most important subjects on the agenda of the
tenth session--disarmament and the admission of new members. Nevertheless,
even after the November meeting, the Assembly did flot revert entirely to the
old habits of the cold war.

There were grounds for satisfaction among delegations at the end of the
tenth session that the General Assembly had been able to produce resuits of
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