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Before reading thc paper that I have prepared, 1
desire te express my appreciatioes of tise houer donc me
by you.r executive in inviting mc te read a paper before
this institute.

Iwas asked to read a paper or give a talk on litera-
ture. 1 bave decided to read a paper on "Poetical Lit-
crature ini Elementary Education." It lias been my
privilege and picasure during the last ten years toenCi-
deavor to interest the student teachers of thse Normal
School ini poetry; te enable themi to enjoy, appreciate
and interpret the poetry of the scisool readers, tothe end
that they ini their scisools night enable the boys and
girls of New Brunswick to find pleasure and profit in
thse musical sounds of verse; ànd tht they might instil
ini theirpupils a desire te becorne more f amiluar with
tise aseices, of which so many pornis ini the s:hool
readers are but short selecticins.

It is because 1 have been engaged ini ibis work t
YOei have invitcd me to corne down to Charlotte County
to talk to you for afew minutes. VWhadovou wish me
to Say toyou? Vihatslouldlsay to you? ell,I1have
decided to say to you afew of the tiings tlat I try to
do intise Normal School, and which I believe arc thse
"Png we shOUld succeed in doing if thc desired rcsults

are te be secured.1" The literature lesson to be appreciated by thse pupil
Mkgs be enjoyed by is. If thse teacher is to sucoeed
in making the pupils enjoy thse lesson sise must enjoy it
herself. She may, however,-not flnd as mucis pleasur
in teacising tise poem as tise author dSes in writing it.
"Tam O'Shanter" was written in a day. Burns had
sPent Uic day attse Nitisde. In tise afternoon bis
wifc joined him with the cirjdren. lRe was crooning to
hinuelf; so she rnained at adistance lemshe might
disturb him. Soon she was attracted by bis wild ges-
ticulations. She found, him reciting aloud, while the
tears rulled down his ciseeks, these lines:

"Now Tam, 0 Tarn, had thae been qUaens,
A' plwnp and strapping ini their teens.",

"I wish you could have seen hum, she says, "'be was in
sucis ecstasy."1

One day this suimmer, asI was walking along a
* street, I met a college class mate whom I had not seen for

several years. "You are still teahng,'y he said, "Ves,"
4 I replied. gcAnd," he continued, "they tell me you like

le' .tuching.Y'Ris tone of voice more than bis words showed
that ise considered what he had hieard to 1be almost ini-
credile, that any one could like teaching.

YOU remember what Carlyle says in bis Essay on
Burns, "Tise only truc happiness of a man is clear,

tkde tvivity in the sphere for wbich hy M j
tbctunlstancces lie lias been fitied and po5j

'l'ie teacher Who really traches PoedcalLW
(*njtoNs the literature, period and findas ebaMl
lier daily task. But, )-ou ask, huw i. se oe
ocd ini getting hier pupils to cnjoy poetry eus
slîc ducs enjoy it herself, when chldie.n «a ia*s
I:ke poc:ry? My answer to tsait is " tha & k I. î
tiun and not thse rule tisat childdidâle t
Chljdren in the lower grades, ait leat, mnJaoy y
they love it. Why? The risyme of tW s oeaml
ends of thec unes ame pleasing to tbeir eusad
ire wnuten about things %with which they amefu
and which they love. Hence they arte es4 doh.
and enjoyed.

During the fi nt weck of tie pressais uco MUR
child full of lite and happiness, came nmmlmg iMp j
father as lic rrturned home after his day's vé1w
siring that lie should hear lier read wbat üie bh~
ai scbool tisat dav. When sise bed fini"hsdruai,,
first poem ini thcsecod primer, "My %etDM"- aWt
ded, *"Is&î tisat a nice story." Th s d, yk
ail children, enjoys poetry.

A timie soon coenes when thse dsatof tiepo
sSmething iliat lias not corne within thse noaff cf
tGal experience of thecbcild. Tisiaugis" 01 I W
ledge, experience and power of imgkmicm flm4
cannot appreciate, cannot geltithe mental vi*olas, M
understand. Henc e cdomo n« joyin I W ot b
likes poetry. The lemo uoalisdsaagefro. &
lc*sôn only to a leuso in literature

Thse tracher lias now to tût tthe iat mmd MMW h
portant step) in thetetachung of a pomn Upo s b-
cess of the first step depends almos entirely âisedam
of the le--1so. 1 consider the flrst steo - j r go, 11M
1 intend to dwell upon it ai sMni Izsth. Tne ii *
in thse teaching of a poemn is the preparation. Ejal»
paration I do flot mciiithe prepauadmiof citisebI

bthe pupil, neither do 1 mcm tisepepato
lessn by thse teacher; but rallier tise piipuraitldtbC
mind of the pupil to receive thse lewSo; tie caliu
of the experience of the pupils, of their readim& g 1i
they may have heard. AIl this ehould le domse bki
les.son is presented.,

Sir Galahad. Before abycandwn0
preciate Sir Galahad, for this is a boy'& Posm i h
Must make the proper preparation. -Cmvdqhy O
first be disicus.ed. What splendid types of. yoUP9UM
the knights *ere Who lived up to tiseir vows Md
the preccpt "Be courteous, valiant, and k.1o lhld
n1ext onîe particular group of knights, diome ci j
AXrthur and bis Round T'able. Let thse pupila ,
they can. Thle teachier can direct and SUPPlutj
Iing aibout the Siege Perilous and tlîat which wv4a-1qd
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