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" POETICAL LITERATURE IN ELEMENTARY decided activity in the sphere for which by nature
EDUCATION. circumstances he has been fitted and appointed.”

The teacher who really teaches Poetical Lite
enjovs the literature period and finds true happiness
her daily task. But, you ask, how is the teacher to
cced in getting her pupils to enjoy poetry even thoug
she does enjoy it herself, when children as a rule
like poetry? My answer to that is that it is the exce
tion and not the rule that children dislike poet
Children in the lower grades, at least, enjoy poetry,
they love it. Why? The rhymes of the sounds at the
ends of the lines are pleasing to their ears and the pe
are written about things with which they are fam
and which they love. Hence they are easily understood
and enjoyed. :

During the first week of the present school lﬂ‘,
child full of life and happiness, came running up to Nﬁ
in their pupils a desire to become more familrar with ,ff“.h” as he returned home after his day’s M’.“

k ) : siring that he should hear her read what she had learned

the masterpieces, of which so many poems in the school . R e TR
) at school that day. When she had finished reading the

readers are but short selections., ; ; ; “ Y ;

Tt is becanse T have been o e B ok 48 first poem in the second primer, “My Pet Dog,” she ad-

W8 horanne Laave engaged In this work that  jeq “Isn't that a nice story.” This child, typical
you have invited me to come down to Charlotte County .1 children eniov i
: ; ¢ , €Nnjoys poetry.
to talk to you for a few minutes. What do you wish me
to say to you? What should I say to you? Well, I have
decided to say to you a few of the things that I try to
do in the Normal School, and which I believe are the

(A. S. McFarlane, M.A., The Normal School)

Before reading the paper that I have prepared, I
desire to express my appreciation of the honor done me
by your executive in inviting me to read a paper before
this institute.

Iwas asked to read a paper or give a talk on litera-
ture. I have decided to read a paper on “Poetical Lit-
‘erature in Elementary Education.” It has been my
privilege and pleasure during the last ten years to en-
deavor to interest the student teachers of the Normal
School in poetry; to enable them to enjoy, appreciate
and interpret the poetry of the school readers, to the end
that they in their schools might enable the boys and
gitls of New Brunswick to find pleasure and profit in
the musical sounds of verse; and that they might instil

A time soon comes when the theme of the poem is
something that has not come within the range of the ac
taal experience of the child. Through lack of know-

4 . ledge, experience and power of imagination the child
things we should succeed in doing if the desired results e tat
e cannot appreciate, cannot get the mental vision, cannot

- _ . understand. Hence he does not enjoy, in fact dis-
1 The ht:erature l&ss?n to be appreciated by the pupil likes poetry. The lesson has Joyl, from i he o
must be enjoyed by him. If the teacher is to succeed |eecon only to a - ' ,‘, :
in making the pupils enjoy the lesson she must enjoy it The .trarhcr has now 1o take the first and sl it
llfrst::ih Shethfay, howe":}f‘ ,DOtdfmd as much pleasure ,;riant step in the teaching of a poem. Upon the ;e
“Tam Ou’ISghanter” wasaswri:te;u inora.docl‘;s N I;vrmnghl; e 08 e Sl whegs dipenily. Almon entirely the oSN
i y. Bums bad ¢ the Jesson. 1 consi :
sp.ent-d.xe day- at t.he Nithside. In the afternoon his I int:ncrt‘: l:lwe"czns:ic;: ::c " ;kp 0 important thet.
ane ]lc;med him with the children. He was crooning to thé teaching of ‘:)lopoem ij.t;: ;nmmparmm ﬁ;‘t :': 7‘
mself; so h 1 . . on. ol
s him.s ‘;(:::;‘;e‘:v :St : t;l;;t:;m;yh:its s:&;l(;lllgi};f paration I do not mean the preparation of the ’;m
- . ) .. by the pupil, neither d $ :
‘:;ulam;is(.l dShe lfou:l?ee]l:slm reciting aloud, while the lessonL lt)v rt)hc t::cl::: f(),utl :l(:::’ ?:: :wrepmuonum ; :
IS IO own his Shiaa - ) ;
- Tam,IO Tam ’;hﬁhgten Laene mind of the pupil to receive the lesson: the calling up
A’ plump and strapping in ther teens.” of the experience of the pupils, of their reading, of what.
“T dvlvish you could have seen him,” she says, “he was in ;IIL:O:‘ ?s‘\.;i]r;;:nl:e:rd. All this should be done beflmeigis
such ecstasy.” | R schied. »
One day this summer, as I was walking al Sir Galahad. Before a boy can read so s to ap-
stroet, I.met a call 1 g along a preciate Sir Galahad, for this is a bo 's the teacher
) ege class mate whom I had not seen for must make the ’ b m; .
el o N i b . Ve U P i Gy S
repli “And,” he continued, “they tell me you like > D¢ Qiscussed. What splendid types of young men
‘teaching.” His tone of voice more than his words showed t:i k::lﬁl,ni “;u \.‘ i fved up .to their vows and M‘d
tl::;ﬂl)lle c:);mdered what he had heard to be almost in- nc“l (;::I’l“mfu;;):rteous, vafh;:mt, and loyal.” Study
credible, that any one could like teachi ’ ki group of knights, th King
v : ke teaching, Arthur and his Round Table I gb oae 'y '
ou remember what Carlyle says in his E sle. Let the pupils tell ln

B Aty baprinens of b L2 aibsbaz'k:rn ]tl'w_\' (-;m. The teacher can direct and supplement, tel-
. “ar,  ling about the Siege Perilous and i
§ , S ¢ that which was writ-




