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V.
The Ilvades. in Taurus, form a V. begînning witlî

Alpha (Aldebarani). fiîrst magnîitude, lalf way down,
two fourth magonituides. Theta (1). Theta ('2). at the
angle, a fourth magnitude. Gamma, haîf wàv 11i) pa
fourth maignitude D)elta, and, at Uic upper end, a
fourth magnitude,"Epsilon. In our star miai, Epsilon
his been displaced towards Aldebaran, thus spoiling
the outîjue of the V. WVe shaîl have this corrected
the next time we use the eut.

x.
Sirius (the dog-star) is at tlîc vertex of two remark-

able triangles, the base of the upper one formmng tn
equilateral triangle, being a line drawn froin Betel-
geuse in Orion to Procyon, and the base of the lower
one a line drawn tront Phaet iii the Dove to Naos in
the Sbip. These two triangles being joined at their
vertices. in Sirius, present the figure o! an enormous
X, called by some the Egyptian X. The two lower
stars of the figure (Piaiet and Nios) are seldom seen
above the horizon.

w
Between Taurus and the north pole star, in the

milky way, is the constellation Cassioeaoteod

woman in the chair. lus principal stars form a
double V, one of the V's not being exactlv of the
saine size and shape as the other.

A.
Autumnal A is a brilliant outline in the region of

the sky occupied by the siu in autuin. It can
easily be picked out froin the following directions,
this time of the year:

The vortex o! the A is Beta Leonis (Denebola), the
lowest star in the trapezium in Leo. The end of the
Iower leg of the A is Alpha, of Virgo, called Spica, a
star of the first magnitude, down towards the south-
east, in the evenings in April. The other leg ends
in Alpha, of Bootes--that is, A rcturus, a magnificent
first magnitude star. These three stars, bkenebola,
Spica, and A4rcturus, forin nearly an ec 1uilateral tri-
angle. Produce the two laut stars in the tail of the
Great Bear towards the eaut and it will pass near
enough to Arcturus to point it out. Produce a ine
from the pole star, through Mizar, the star in the
middle of the Great Bear's tai], down towards the
southern horizon, and it will indicate Spica.

The stars forming the cross-stroke of the A are as
follows, going northerly, Gamma, Delta, and Epsilon,
of Virgo, ahl of the third magnitude. Gamma Vin-
ginis is one of the most interesting double stars in
the heavens. IL is nearly midway between Denebola
- nd Spica.
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Astronomical Notes for May.

3Mercury on the I st w iii be in Aries, on) the 6th ini

Tlau rus, t hree or tou r iiooni-breithls below the
lciades ;ou the 1 2t1 above Al!ebaretn lin t he 1 lyades,

ab)out titteen iiiooni-bread(tlios ou the 2lât cighit or
ii iiinooni-breadit lis above or niorthl-east of Zeta

'lauir , i n the fi rst week of Jun aILci w ill pas above or
northward of Eta (Geniiiortin, one of a pair of th ird
magnitude stars .close together. Its eastward course
ili then beconie stationary anid niove southward bW

tween the pair of stars ami slowlv proceed westward
to ineet the sunt on the i 9th (nrorconjunction>.

Venus wull be nîorning star, moving westward
towards AIlplha Arnetis uintiI the 20th, when it will
be about four rnooni-bread(this north of the star, it wilI
tiien commence to retrace its course 8lowly.

Mars will be ive or six moon-breadths below the
Piciades on the Gtl above Aldebaran in the Hlysdes
on the '23rd about twelve mioon-breadthis, and about
the lst of June it will be on our star map (see April

IEI ),near where 5h. rîght ascension is intersected
bv 239 iiorth declinatuon. In a word Mars wiII be near
Aldebaran dîîring the whole month.

Jupi('r is still low in Sagittarius but slowlv mnov-
ing west. It souths during the nionth from abou t

a. m. at the beginniing, to about 2 a. m. at the end.

Saturn is still in Cancer, and moving very slowly
towards the Sickle in Leo, and froin the - Praesepe "
or Beehive in Canicer. During the whole month,
hiowever, it will not ruake the progress o! three mnoon-
breadths. Whitaker's almanac i8 in error whcn
stating that Saturn cati be seen in Leo during tbis
moîith. It wiIl not cross into Leo until about the
25tlh of âmne. Saturn is now in a favorable position
for obtainang a good view, with an ordinary telescope,
of its rings. These rings are sonietinies seen edge-
wavs, at otiier Limes they are at an inclination of
twénty-sevcn (legrees to the observer on the earth.
They mnay now be seen at an inclination, which, though
not the greatest, yet as favorable for observation.

The moon about the lsit o! May will pas between
the t>leiades and Ilyades in Taurus. On the dth it
will pass a little over two of iLs own breadthg above
Saturn in Cancer. It will cut the handle of the
Siekie in Ioeo between the Sth and 9th, paasing mid-
waybetween Regulus (or Alpha) and Eta. It will lenve
Leo on the 1llth and enter Virgo near the equinoctial,
thus describing a slanting line across our star map if
its course were plotted on it. On the l7th it will,
witlî haîf its own breadth above Jupiter in Sagit-
tarium, be in conjunction with Venus in Aries on the
26th, and with Mars in Tau rus on the 29th.


