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A Municipal Union for Quebec

Plans for a union of municipalities for the Px:ovmce of
Quebec were made and passed at a representa?we‘rrflete;;
ing of mayors of the Province called py the Editor 0S ;
Canadian Municipal Journal and held in Montreal on Sep
(tember 18th.

representing the Mayor of Montreal,
at the lunch that preceded the con-
d over the discussion that took
took part were Messrs.
tion; P. W. McLagan,
mayor of Verdun;
E. T. Sampson,

Ald, .dy P.. Dixon,
occupied the chair,
ference, and later preside
place. Among those present that
P. A. Seguin, M.P., mayor of L’Assomp‘
mayor of Westomunt; g ALA I’i‘iilr‘ilg,les-

" jeur, mayor of Pointe aux H : ik
i{itypglerk of Osixtremont; ¥ Cartier, mayox: of P?lntzCIia\;(x;i:
J. P. Lalonde, acting-mayor Qf Grand Mekx;e,ber .mayor
mand, acting mayor of Victoriavule; Alex. T ur.ue., PEry)
of Longueuil; P. Contant, acting-mayor of I];;er\::lt ’MLA.
Larocque, mayor of St. Zotique; J. E R eaor ’of i{l.m-'
mayor of D'Israeli; Ald. Lambert, actmg—nIlJay it mayo;
C. B. D’Artois, mayor of Farnham; J A. eia C'anadian
of St. Jerome; Frederick ‘Wright, editor of t e Firsine
Municipal Journal; H. Bragsg, of the Ca.nadlaér;mmissmn)
Journal; Frederick Lodd, (Federal Housing )

H. J. Ross, L.I.A., etc.

put, acting secretary, read

After the lunch Mr. Omer Cha N e e sable p

ers from several representative i
l:tttten(? the meeting. Among the§e was Mr. Osﬁﬁze Nf::tl:r
K.C., deputy minister of municipal af.falrs, v; sttt
wished the organizers a fruitful mgetmg, fanunding e
the hope that it would culminate.m thcfa Q(l)xebec s,
vigorous union worthy of the Provmc? 0 o5 Mr, e
Lavigueur of Quebec, the ma‘yor of Frase o 0% o
Levesque, mayor of Chicoutimi, and the r}rllay i n.Ot e
the also wrote expressing regrets that t ey
tend, and endorsing the aim of the meeting.

So that some action may be taken towardg f;ilgmvi?ngceaxﬁ
building up a municipal unior} worthy of ;1};115 X
Quebec the following suggestion may be pful:

SUGGESTIONS.

s of the Province be forme'd
the best interests of muni-
ertaining to municipal gov-
y the following means.

That a union of municipalitie
for the purpose of promoting
cipal Quebec on all questiqns D!
ernment and administration b

1st—By harmonizing and combining all the municipal
: forces of the Province.

i reading the best knowledge and

2nd.-?3;e:$el;rllrflfr;2%iosrf on mgunicipal matters through

-lcdonventions; University Exten_sion Lecture:(,iinaé

Bureau of Information, Publications of proce aga

of meetings, resolutions, etc., books, L;apers L
periodicals pearing. on ‘the subjects of mun D

and government affairs.

i and improvement of Legislatio?,

3rd'—Byt1:h§f gt‘:lled%lgglinhn and Province, upon munici-
221 gquestions generally and in particular by secgr-

ing. through united action, the prope? protection
'individual muniecipalities, and municipal inter-

B gainst legislative enactments, or

hole, a
ests as a W ts of corporations and others.

other encroachmen

tablishment of a central cons';ultat.;ion
pureau under the charge of Legal, Englne.er-lng’
Financial and Accounting expefts whose opmxons
and advice will be at-the free disposal of each an
every member of the Union.

4th.—By the es

f n union may be of a pérmanent and con-
tins:oit:a;hz;ca}::tzr it is suggested that it' be incorporated
with nine directors consisting of a President, and Jtv\‘ro
Vice-Presidents who will be 'elected‘ annually, and ° six
trustees, two of which will retl.re each yea.r. T-he trustees
to be the best municipal men in the Province irrespective

of their positions.

As it is desirous to get the proposal union under weigh
without delay Mr. Wright suggested that the gentlemen
present form themselves into a committee for the purpose
of drafting a constitution to be presented to, and preparing
a programme for, a two days convention of the municipal
men of the Province. The suggestion being that the con-
vention be held in Montreal during the week previous to
the opening of the Provincial Legislature.

Mr. Harry Bragg took up the question of Provincial
Unions of Municipalities, stating that every Province,
except Prince Edward Island and Quebec, had good, active
Unions. In the former, as there were only very few muni-
cipalities, and the Government looked after the rest of
the Province, there was no need for a Union.

The Province of Quebec now led Canada in having the
latest, and the most complete Department of Municipal
Affairs, having adopted the best ideas of the two older
ones, those of Saskatchewan and Alberta; and, to be up-
to-date, Quebec should also have a Union of its Municipal-
ities, in order to secure that co-operation with the Gov-
ernment that would result in good for all concerned.

So far had the Unions proved successful that in Sas-
katchewan and Alberta, there were two Unions, one for
the rural, and the other for the Urban Municipalities.

Speaking of his experiences at various Conventions of
these Unions, Mr. Bragg emphasized the value they had
proved to the Governments, in discussing various phases
of municipal work among themselves, before approaching

the Government for alterations in the laws, and in other
ways.

He urg.ed their value in combatting att.mpts to encroach
on the. rights of municipalities, and showed how concert-
ed action was powerful and beneficial. .

He concluded by giving in brief the change in the attitude
o? the late Sir Richard McBride, Premier of British Colum-
bxa,' who was at first opposed to the creation of a Municipal
Union in his Province, after having the real value of such
a Union put before him.

In cqnclusion, he urged the desirability of forming the
E)fecutlve of both elective and permanent officials, as in
this way a more permanent body would be secured.

A discussion took place in which the following gentlemen
took part:—Mayors MacLegan, Prieur, Thurber, J. E.
Rheault, M. L. A.,, P. A. Seguin, M. P.,, C, E. D'Artois, A.
Cartier, A. A. Leclair, A. Larocque, Aldermen Tho. Lam-
bert, J. P. Lalonde, Messrs. Harry Bragg, H. J. Ross, E.
T. Sampson, after which the following resolution, proposed
by Mayor Leclair and seconded and supported by Mayors

Thurber and Prieur was unanimously adopted by the
meeting,

“That this meeting of municipal executives of the Prov-
ince of Quebec, being desirous that a municipal union be
formed for the Province without delay, resolve that the
delegates present form themselves into a committee for
the purpose of drafting a constitution to be laid before a
convention of municipal executives to be called during the °
week previous to the opening of the Provincial Legislature;

“That the said convention be held in the city of Mon-
treal, and that a program be prepared and proper arrange-
ments be made to make the convention a success;

“That Mr. Omer Chaput be asked to act as secreta'ry
of the committee.”

The Secretary was instructed to prepare the draft of a
constitution based on the scheme submitted by Mr. ‘Wright
and submit same by mail to each member, who in turn
will add his suggestions, the whole to be discussed at a

special meeting of the committee, previous to the general
convention.



