|

W/
v

Vas the D

BRITISH COLUMBIA

FINANCIAL TIMES

Lo

A Journal of Finance, Commerce, Insurance, Real Estate, Timber and Mining

v
VI No. 12

VANCOUVER, JUNE 21, 1919

SINGLE COPY 10c
THE YEAR $2.00

The Strike Issue and Necessary New Alignments

Whep Trade Unions Appreciate the Peril of Their Position
In the Present Crisis They Must Align with Capital for
the Preservation of Their Mutual Existence.

lasteAs We write the strike in the district of Vancouver has
B two weeks. It may be said to have reached an im-
numb' T}le accesslons the strikers are makl'ng to their
No eel‘s 18 being lost through numbers returning to work.
ang Nd is at present in sight

duection of commodities, having profit in mind. Labor, for
the improvement of its conditions, has combined in the un-
ions for its own protection and its betterment. Capitalists
have combined in other ways for their own permanence
and protection and for the insurance of profit from capital
employment. From the rise of the factory system of about
a century ago both have made tremendous strides. Capital
has increased its activity tremendously and has exploited
and developed natural re-

he strike committee seems
the g holding its power among
o0k and file of the trades
throm-sts' Time appears to be
imu:”ng a little light on the
ﬂtriks at stake. Ostensibly the
see Wwas called for the pur-
t OSeOf extending sympathy to
The on strike in Winnipeg.
Saiq fc'e&s()n for the strike was
leeﬁvo be the principle of col-
‘llleng bargaining.  Subse-
Y the strike committee
OUnced that the reason
Tefugaq ominion Government
b to take back striking
heeen' At base mnone of
Cerg Téasons appear to be sin-
“’illinand the leaders feel un-
hg - g at the present time per-
O’rnot regarding it as quite
tng Stune to state the real
ThWhICh they have in view.
Rllssie bProgress of events in
tigy o, following the revolu-
h&vew en society seemed to
flameq con dissolved, has in-
®Xtpg e imagination of the
to o e radical labor leaders

atiglrllgh- an extent that the situ-
to afp M other countries seem
forga, "4 *‘Possibilities.””  The
I8ty of destruction to the ex-
thyg> OFder is active and en-

trade.

Budget speech.

““Our ability to meet and retrieve our war
obligations will depend upon our power to in-
crease production of natural and manufac-
tured commodities and to economize individu-
ally so as to bring about each year substantial
increase in domestic wealth and savings, and
a more favorable balance in our international
In other words, the motto for the
future, as it was for the war, must be:

¢ ‘Produce and Save.’ '’—S8ir Thomas White's

sources, improved the condi-
tions of manufacture, created
efficiency and has produced
those great changes in indus-
try which is at once the
achievement and the marvel of
the present age. While capi-
tal has been advancing labor
has advanced only less mark-
edly through the operations of
the trades or crafts wunion.
Those conditions which will
admit, of favorable conditions
of work with a living wage
have been created by reason
of the co-operation of work-
men against their natural op-
ponent, capital. Labor, through
its unions, has made a vital
contribution to the happiness
of the world, and has in its
struggle created a condition
wherein the so-called laborer
or wage earner is assured of a
stable position in industry and
an honorable position in so-
ciety. He has even advanced
in some countries to a domin-
ating position in polities and
-statescraft.

The war has in four years
advanced the interests of la-
bor' to the point where a per-
manent change appears to be

ed, gla:tlc in Europe, the Unit-
frOm tes, Argentine and elsewhere, and Canada is not free
ey influences and their propaganda. The issue of
Volye, L2€le is becoming more and more evident and in-
e destruction of capitalism as the existing system

dg S € establishment of a workmen’s dictatorship. We
Vane o how whether the strike committee and the present
Qunsei:"’er Trades and Labor Council are conscious or un-
Conge; Us of this issue, and we do not know whether they
the a"uﬂy have this end in view, but we do know that
Wheyy, ¢ Working in this direction and to attain this end,

U::(‘i ey are aware of it or not.

eapital er the present system of capitalism persons with
and persons with labor are co-operating for the pro-

in sight with regard to its own
elevation on a parity with capital. In other words the sit-
uation seems to be working out industrially in such a way
that the right of the workman to participate in profit is
being recognized and will likely, within the next decade,
be the established rule of industry. The necessity for co-
operation between the employer and the employee, between
the owner and the wage earner has been so enforced by
the war upon the consciousness of both and the public as
a whole that the issue is not in doubt and must be the neces-
sary accompaniment of the immediate future. The right of
the laborer to share in the profits will take different forms
suited to the convenience and the method of operation of
the particular industry. The variations will be wide. The



