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How to Cover Bocks.

,MANy persans regard books as among their ch oie-
est possessions, and handie them with ioving care,
Init who cai refuse ta lend a book ? and who knows
wthat treatment it may receive in strange bands?
Iîinumcrable hundreds of nicely bound books are
reccived annuaily inb the homes ail aver our land,'
ittd are read, handied, passed frein one ta another,
harrowed and lent, until in many cases, wvhen their
owners wveicome themn baek itgain-if they be se
fortunate as ta dIo so-searcely a vestige of beauty
is left ini the bindings ltaI were once so lasteful and
pretty wvilh Ibeir flashes of color and gliets of gold.
Books in duli, worn and soiled covers are ail that
are left ta bake their places on the bookehelves.

The best ivay to, preserve books that are ta be
inuch read is to caver thcm hefore they are ever
used ; «wilh tbick, saft, flrm paper cover them so
eiosely that no exposed edges are left ta wear out,
and se neatiy Iliat ave» the careless will see btaI
they must respect the pratecbîng papier and let il
be.

Once learn ta cover a book in a neat and lasting
inanner, and form the baltit of covering every new-
ly acquired book Wefre il is handied at ahl, andi anc
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lias aecompisied something for which hie wiii be
thankfui as long as lie lives te prize the collection
of fresh, nice-looking books Mins rescuied front duil-
îîess and latter.

If boys and girls would begin la save the books
they own, would learn ta caver temn éecurely, label
them with their tilles on te back willi peu a-ad ink,
and number Ihemn ini the order i» which Ihey were
;tcquired, lbey soon wauld be surprised la sec witat
a. nice beginning of a library lhey wouid have, and
whaî fresh interest in iL every new boak wouid
arouse. Such a collection of ten formai te nucleus
of a large and valuable library.

A yaung boy ta, wliom il had hardly occurred that
lie was the owner of a dozen books was advised by
liis maîber ta begin a iibrary. lIn some surprise aI
the ide, he counted up bis books, and found btaI
lie liad nineleen.

Then hie 'was told by bis faîher that when lie had
îwenîy-five books, aIl nieely covered and kept, lie
should have a neat litIle book-case. Titis stimul-
ated him bath la increase the number of bis books,
and la baver tbem as 500» as hie had tliem.

This was severai years ago ; il seemed a smali
affair aI lte lime, but the uitIle library thus coin-
ineneed now numbers aver orie bundred volumes,
and ils wide-awake, well.informed owner says ils
formation and growlb bas brouglit 1dm more pleas.
tire titan ail lte regl cf his possessions coînbiîîed.
lt aroused a desire la abtain books taI were wortlt
keeping, and slimuiated an ambition ta earn lte
ineans of procuring some of thlem ; the knowledge

thus gained and the efforts made will influence for
gaod bis future life.

Are there nlot many cbildren and young people
amang thc readers of MASSEY'S ILLUSTRATED,
who, if encouraged by a litIle help fromt their eiders,
would like ta etart a library for themeelves? If so,
the first thing te do, after collccting every book
owned at ail wortby of preservation, is to get a
supply of lhick, firm wrapping paper-lîke that
used on the books in public libraries, or by lailars
for large heavy packages ; having that, a pair of
scissors, a lape-measure, a pencil and a rule, we are
ready for work.

Wc will select a medium sized book an whicli ta
make aur experiments ; ane eight by five, and an
inch and a haif thick, wili do. We wisli the paper
ta fold ovcr two inclies and a haif inside thc book-
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caver, sa, drawing the tape-measure around the book
from side to side across the back, and aiiowing il ta
project bwo inches and a hall beyond botb front
edges, we find it takes seventeen inches-Ihe
measurement sliown by te Uines extending front
riglit ta lef t across Fiig. 1.

Measuring bhe book leegthwise, aliowing two
inches and a haif aI top and boltom, we find Ibir-
teen inches are required-as show» by the per.
pendicular lines of the saine figure ; therefore fromt
a corner of one of aur large sheets of paper we cul
a.piece measuring sevcnteen by Ihirteen incites, and,
wilh the rule and peecil, pracéed ta mark it off in-
ta portions aecording te Fig. 1, iwhich piainiy shows
just wbere and how ta shape the rouxtded corners
atnd lthe ends of the two-inch hack piece.

To fil the caver ta the book, lurn in the ends of
lthe baek piece as show» by lthe dotted Uines, iay
bte open'baok, face upward, directly in lte centre;
fold the partions marked A over ta the inside af the
covers; close tbe book and erease the lwa front
edges so bhey wiii remain smoothy in position; iay
the book down, turn one caver back, pust lthe square
corners of the paper in between the bock caver and
the paper over il, and crease lb down, when ib should
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look like the upper rigit.hand corner af Fig. 2.
Tite lawer corner on the saine aide shows tite saine
wark ; il bas been loosened and drawn ont to shtow
bow il is faided and oreased ; wlhen replaced, lthe
point is la be siipped back outsidc thte caver. The
prajecting flaps now lefI at top and bottant are te
be falded inward, and smootly creased down, witen
tbe flnisbed caver ivili look like ltaI at thte riglit of
Fig. 2. Treat the allier aide of the book in the
samne way, and bte caver is campletly adjualed;-
write or print Lte title of bbc book and lthe name Of

the author in plainly readable letters, upon the back
with a coarse pen. The exact mea8uremnent, the
underfolding at the corners, and the close creasing
at the edges ail combine to fit the cover so neatiy
and closely that, after it lias bec» in position a few
days, one would almost as 800» expect to see the
leaves drop ont as to find the cover unfolding or
slipping off. If for any roason one wishes to secure
the cover so Iliat it cannot be removed, the spot
marked by short lines at the upper left hand corner
of Fig. 2 shows where a bit of paste or mucilage
may be applied just before folding in the end,

Having covered one book satisfactorily, the resl
may be covered very quickly, let themf Vary in size
as they niay, the oniy dlifference being in the niea-
surernent taken; of course, for amail books lese titan
two and a haif inches shouid be turned in, and for
very large ones a littie more.

Fig. 3 is the saute as the opposite or right side of
Fi.1 Lshows how the printed paper covers-
dulctsof the cover designe-that often accam-

pany new volumes nowadays inay be pasted to the
out8ide of the home-made covers if desired, making
themt stronger and more attractive. Suoh a cover
usually lasts until the volume which il protects bau
bec» its rounds as Ilthe iatest thing out," and re-
turned "an old story,," wiien it deserves to have
ils soiled working dress rcinoved (and laid away, to
be donned for future journeys) and, witb binding
freshi and neat, flnd repose behind the draperies or
doors of the bookease.-Youtlr's Conrpawùoh.

The Deathless Heart.
The flames rau riot o'er roof and wali
And wrapped tbe houe ln a lurid pâli.
Throughthe glare and smoke, thraugh lb. dia and heat,
Ail eyce upturned la the crowded etreet
Were filed with pity and yearning tear
For the ohlldren thougb t to bie dying there
Just at the moment of epeechiees dread,
At an upper window tho ourly band
of a girl of twelve iu the red light ehon e,
Her arme in the tendereet faobion thrown
Round ber weeping brother of Ove years old,
And ber dark lochs bicot with his looks of gold!
.The people urged ber ta lcap In vain,
While the sparke came down like a fiery vain,
And the boy was dropped 'mid the wldening glow
To the haven 0f outstretobed armg below 1
The girl rushed baek througb the eddying emoke
And neyer a word to the watchers epoke,
But ewif tly again ta the window came,
A baba lu ber arme, and hier dress alante
She wrapped the baby In blankete tight,
And icapt at one with ber burden iight
To the eager hande that were opened widc,
i"rooting te ore8t of tbe crimaon tide!
The infant, happy and sale at last
Was quite uubarmcd by the perdl past,
But thte oieter wiio saved ber, thoulh breatbing still,
Was beyond the rcacb of ail morta ehillhi
The fiye bad ted on ber cheeks go fair,
Nor lef t lte ghest of a dimpie there.
No trace remaîned of ber eyee eo brigitt--
Thoe marvelous watts of trutb and ligbt,
And ber bair, wherc the suniteame ioved te etray,
Like eudden darknesselied passed away!1
The dootor told ber in gentlcet toue,
Sbc muet go îbrough the Valley of Death alons,
For hie beahing art and bie wisb wsre valu
To bring ber baek ta the worid &gain 1
IlOh 1 tbank yoa, doctAr, but don't mind me,
1 kuaw you, sir, thougit 1 cannot sec.
I've saved, our Bobitie and baby too,-

'Twas aimost more titan I boped to do,-
" But now Fi' tlred and feed son. pain,
And 1 itear a voice lik. lte f ar-off vain,
IOr le it-because 1 kuow He'e near-

Oh 1 tell nie, sir, le it Christ 1 bear 7
"'Our Saviour wilI take me to, Bie kind breast
1 Wbere the weary ccage'-you know the rust."
Witb thte words unilnlebed, but sMlInIg said,
Tho girl Bauk baok on the pfliow--dead !
Whcn her body wau wrapped ln its windiug sheet,
'Twas found teat the terrible emoke and heal
Had raged and reveiied Ia every part,
But bad left unscalhed lh. etainies ieart.
Thte watcbere wbispered beiow titeir brcath:
IlWhal a wondorf ai token of hlinl dealt."
And a peet, standing ln siten<'. near,
Spoke out la a tremulous voles, y.1 elear.
" «The flanc in reverence darcd not touch
The loyai beart that bcd don. so mucli.
" For more titan aIl trlunipe of earthly art
laon, grand deed of a deatities iteaiL."

WiLLAuM B. RAmn, in~ Yoitiks Comanion.


