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::\ehnemh of thae On \Vedn(‘,sdny morning, at about eleven
Cht Hop 1.
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Canada that the Premier of the Dominion

(“e( . . . . . .

s 1 suddenly that day, immediately after heing sworn in
W Iinpeyia) p
Mg
Clsy m

had

rivy Councillor. Thenight hefore he had spoken
Breat applause in London at a weeting held to dis.
Lis (\\:t't‘tll\ brought out during the Intercolonial Conference.
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The Gener Quite a flutter was produced in the party
Election, dove-cotes, a few days since, by the an-
the al] nouncement in one of the city dailies, on
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dis " 1 authority of a Cabinet Minister, that the coming
880lutioy, )

of Parliament and general election would take
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'lmtr emphatic denials fromi the Ministers concerned.
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L 1t was observable, worded

arcare. Tt was denied that, as a matter of fact,

ill‘h;unents creates i pl’("/Nlllllpt‘i()n n its favour.

ostpone discussion untilafterthe general election
e pmh&hiI;’i‘fl‘lf‘f"(‘fol‘(l, it may .be pretty safely atlirmed that
Withip, the nex:f(“‘e all on the side of an appeal to the people
. ew months.  All parties are agreed that the
> o0 which the hattle will be fought 15 the

It need not be added that the many inter-

ests bound up in this question will make the contest one of
the most important as well as one of the hottest vet had in
Dominion political history,
The newly chosen leader of the Ontario
Mr. Marter's Recanta- ()pposition  has been peculiarly unfortu-
nate, to speak euphemistically, at the outset
of his career. A chieftain whose prowess has been proved on
many a battle-field might, perhaps, on oceasion venture to
change his tactics somewhat suddenly, in the face of the
enemy, but the untried commander who puts himself ina
position in which he is forced to do so, or resign his com-
mand, need not be surprised and should not complain if
he finds himself for some time thereafter viewed with
distrust by friends and devided by foes. This will be more
surely the case when it is known that the disastrous
strategy, so suddenly abandoned, was not only  wholly of his
own choosing, but was chosen even in opposition to the advice
and wishes of some of his most experienced lieutenants. This
was, it is pretty well understood, the case with Mr. Marter,
in bringing to the front his prohibitionist and ultra-Protes-
tant policy in the London election. Tt may be that he will
object to having deseribed as ¢ tactics” and “strategy ” those
views which he may say are with him matters of profound
conseientious convietion.  He would have the right to put
forward this plea, had he not now publicly renounced those
views as having been tried and found wanting, not in them.
selves, perhaps, but in their usefulness for party purposes.
Apart, however, from any question of per-
Who Gonstructs the yonal conviction and loyalty to conscience,
Party Platform ? . N v .
there is & hopeful element in the affair,
Few men would have had the courage or the frankness to
take the vight-about so promptly and squarely as the Oppo-
sition leader has done. We must do him the justice to
suppose that he is not less convineed than hervetofore of the
righteousness of his utterances on those two questions, but
only of the possibility of winning a political campaign with
“ Prohibition ” and ¢ Down with Catholicism,” inscribed on
his bammers.  The most puzzling feature of the case is Jow
any man with the acumen necessary for a successful party
leader could ever have persuaded himself that sueccess could
be possible under such banners, We think it was Mr. Marter
himself who complained inone of his speeches that the Roman
Catholies in London went to the polls like a flock of sheep, to
vote for his opponent.  How, in the name of human frailty
could he have expected them to do otherwise? Could he
have conceived it possible that they should vote for the can-
didate and the party whose leader permitted himself to become
identified with a secret society tformed for the purpose of
proseribing and ostracising them and all their co-religionists
on account of their religion ? A somewhat similar ;Lbsm‘dity
could bhe shown to have been involved in his Prohibitionist
appeals. The question hax heen Dbroached, in connection
with this incident, whether should the party leader construct
the platform for the party, ov accept it from the party !
Probably both Lord Rosebery and My,
lessons (211 that point which may stand them in good stead in

arter have learned

future campaigns. Noleader who is worthy to he such will
adopt and advocate measures of which he cannet conscien-
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